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INTRODUCTION

1. Introduction

Vegetation recycles air and water, absorbs pollution, buffers noise, and
provides shade, air-cooling and windbreak protection. It also helps
control flooding and erosion of topsoil, and provides habitat for birds
and other wildlife species inurtban .- .. . ... . oo
and suburban environments. Good Good Landseapi_ng;:F

I andscaping provides many unique services and values to a community.

landsca,ping buffers incompatlble s softens theedges ofbuﬂdmgs . .
uses, enhances property values and - - screens undesirable.places AT
vy 9 makes large buildings appear smaller and .- .
. . . . . - more human scale . ; el
The purpose of this publication 18 3 crestss places for soclal gathering -
to provide landscape guidelines to 3 : 22&!’;:9@%@“ palh;’ﬂent-abﬂiz o”

: g & rreduce soll efosion by stabilizing soil .
a531.st property owners, developers, ot rodeicing torm water runoff B
design professionals and the 2 provides wikllife habitet AN
Planning and Zoning boards in the > maintains and increases property valies-.

development and rteview of . TN AN e
applications. However, this publication is not intended to be rigid in its
requirements to the point of preventing innovative, aesthetically pleasing
landscaping. The listed guidelines may be varied if, in the judgment of the
Planning Board, the quality of plantings and site improvements proposed
constitute a substantial improvement over the minimum standards listed herein.

The Landscape Guidelines apply to all Zoning districts in the Village and will
be used by the Village in the review of Subdivisions, Site Plan and Special Use
Pexmit approvals, as well as Historic Certificates of Appropriateness. Ideally,
applicants and their consultants will read these Guidelines and incorporate its
suggestions into their development projects. When applications conform to the
Guidelines, is can be assumed that proposed landscaping will be generally
acceptable to the reviewing board. Since the Guidelines provide numerous tips
fox creating effective, easily maintained landscaping, they are a good resource
forr all property owners in the Village.
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2. Landscape Guidelines

A. EXISTING VEGETATION

Existing vegetation should be
preserved to the greatest extent
possible by minimizing clearing
and grading in new developments.
Removal of existing vegetation
alters the appearance of the
landscape, which takes years to
recreate  through replacement
plantings. Existing mature
vegetation provides numerous
environmental benefits such as
providing shade, reducing soil
erosion, absorbing stormwater
runoff, ‘and protecting wildlife
habitats. Preserving  existing
vegetation also helps to screen
new development. Mature trees in particular make an important contribution to
the character of a site and the Village. Studies have shown that a parcel of land
with trees is worth about 13 percent more to buyers than a similar lot that has
no trees. These benefits are lost when existing vegetation is removed and
merely replaced with small trees.

sc:ving existing vegetation offers environmeantal and
economic benefits and helps to screen new development.

Guildelines v Preserve mature plant species, hedgerows, woodlots, and other natural
areas to the extent reasonable and feasible, and include them as a design
element in the landscape plan.

v' Preserve existing vegetation along the road frontage to the greatest
extent feasible in primarily undeveloped areas. Limit clearing and
grading along the road frontage to the minimum necessary for safety,
access and sight distance.

v Make every effort to protect existing trees over four inches (4”) in
diameter at breast height. Note trees to be saved on the landscape plan,
and outline appropriate measures to protect the tree stock from damage
during construction, as recommended in publications such as the NY
State Department of Environmental Conservation’s (DEC) Reducing the
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Impacts of Stormwater Runoff from New Development. Flag trees to be
protected prior to construction and define a tree’s drip line to avoid any
disturbance near the tree’s root system. The Village’s Tree Regulations,
found in § 7.21 through 7.28 of the Village Code, must be consulted
before removal of any trees.

B. SITE LANDSCAPING

New development should be
landscaped to provide visual
interest in all four seasons by
including deciduous trees,
conifers, perennials and bulbs.
Landscape plans that are
limited to deciduous trees and
shrubs leave a barren winter
landscape that fails to screen
the development from the
roadway and from neighboring
properties. The landscaping of
a site should blend in with the
prevailing scale, appearance

Landscaping should provide visual interest in all four seasons and

= N should complement the buildings. This site also promotes social

and neighboring uses, O intersction by providing a bench where visitors can sit and enjoy the
garden.

showld effectively screen the

development from its

neighbors, as appropriate. Landscaping should complement and enhance the
buildings, rather than screen unappealing architecture.

v Devote a minimum of 50 percent of the required open space of the site
to landscaping, unless a portion of that area is devoted to open space or
public spaces, as described below.

v Include appropriate plants in the landscaping plan to provide an
attractive visual landscape throughout the year.

v Use a variety of tree species to provide visual interest and to protect
against same species die-out or disease.

v Plant new landscaping in clusters using varied plant material to create a
natural appearance.

v’ The use of native plant materials is strongly recommended as a means
to reduce maintenance. Native species are tolerant of Southeastern New
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York’s climate, are generally disease resistant, do not create unusual
maintenance problems, and are readily available from local nurseries.

v The use of non-native invasive species should generally be avoided.
Consult Appendix A for a list of invasive plants to be avoided.

v Carefully consider site conditions when selecting species. Trees and
vegetation that are not sited properly will inevitably be short-lived.

v' Design landscaping to maximize energy conservation. Plant deciduous
trees to shade southern and southwestern exposures during the summer,
and plant evergreens on northerly and northwesterly exposures to help
break cold, northerly winds in the winter.

v Berms, if used, should emulate natural landforms of local terrain, and
should be as wide as the mature branch spread of the tree species
planted on them.

v Deciduous trees should have a minimum caliper of two and one-half
inches (2'2) with three inches (3”) preferred. Evergreens should have a
minimum height of six feet (6°) at time of planting with eight feet (8”)
preferred.

v Small flowering trees should have a minimum caliper of one inch (17)
at time of planting.

C. OPEN SPACE AND PUBLIC SPACES

Open space can provide a social and leisurely setting for shopping activities,
which can help to bring in more customers. To achieve this benefit, on-site
open space should be arranged so that it works as part of an open space
network rather than only as a percentage of lot size. Where appropriate, natural
open space can be linked to the on-site landscaping plan by using native species
and low maintenance plants as much as

possible.

Public open spaces, such as pedestrian
plazas and landscaped courtyards,
provide additional points of interest
within a pedestrian scaled environment.
When equipped with street furniture,
they also offer an opportunity to rest and
relax. Examples of public spaces can
include parks, plazas, arcades and
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porches. Pedestrian amenities, such as lighting, special paving, plantings,
flower gardens, artwork and special recreational features, can also enhance

public spaces.

v~ Establish open space on the site so it is connected to surrounding natural
areas or existing landscaping patterns on adjacent properties. The open
space System might include the potential for furture greenways and trails
and for protection of important natural areas.

v~ Establish public open spaces with pedestrian amenities to encourage
social interaction, as part of the landscape plan.

D . LANDSCAPING PARKING LOTS

Parking lots should be landscaped to facilitate movement of traffic, break up
large areas of impervious surfaces, provide shade, buffer and screen adjacent
properties, and promote a safe environment with a pleasant appearance. Using
trees and landscaping materials to clearly delineate and buffer off-street
vehicular use areas will promote vehicular and pedestrian safety. The
following requirements apply to all off-street parking areas containing three or
more parking spaces.

j ‘
3
b o

This p:mposnl p:ov:des more Reducing the amount of parking Breaking up the parking into two

parking spaces than are required and providing additional “groves” further mitigates the
and, writhout landscaping the landscaping sround the perimeter visugl impact of the lot.
intericyr, creates the effect of a and within the lot creates a safer

“sea o £ asphalt.” and more attractive environment.

v Reduce visual impacts by breaking up large parking lots into smaller
parking groves or courts, with a significant number of shade trees
surronnded by low hedges, stonewalls, or attractive fencing. Avoid
more than 15 parking spaces in a continuous row and more than 60
spaces in any single parking area defined by landscaping.
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v' To reduce the visual impact of the parking lot, provide an eight-foot (8’)
wide landscape strip around the perimeter of the lot, planted with shade
trees and low shrubs. Provide a minimum of one shade tree every 40
feet of lot perimeter but not necessarily at 40 feet on-center. In the
judgment of the Planning Board, additional shade trees may be
necessary to effectively shade/screen the parking lot.

v Use existing woodlands, if located on the site, by preserving as much as
possible along the perimeter of the lot. Provide additional evergreen
shrubs if needed.

v' For parking lots with 8 to 20
spaces, landscape  and
maintain at least five (5)
percent of the surface area
with trees, shrubs and other
plant materials, as
determined by the Planning s TP :
Board. For parking lots over | ' e, P g
20 spaces, landscape and |
maintain at least fifteen (15) M : : g
percent of the SUTACE GIER.  Commows paovide siitioa shade e without loosiogs
Do not include perimeter — single parking space.

planting  provided for
beautification and/or screening requirements in the calculations.
Existing natural landscaping can count as part of the requirement.

v" In all parking lots providing eight or more off-street parking spaces,
plant a minimum of one canopy tree having a caliper of at least two and
one-half inches (2'2) with three inches (3”) preferred and ten shrubs for
each eight (8) parking spaces and any additional portion thereof. Plant
these trees in median dividers, landscape islands or such other locations
as may be determined by the Planning Board to relieve the monotonous
expanse of asphalt and provide shade for parked vehicles. Plant grass
or ground cover on all portions of these landscaped areas not occupied
by other landscape material. Protect trees and shrubs with raised curbs,
and do not pave within 12.5 feet of the center of the tree.

v~ When a parking lot is located adjacent to a public right-of-way, provide
a landscape strip between the parking lot and the right-of-way. The
landscape strip should be at least eight feet (8°) in width, and should not
include any paved area except a five-foot (5°) wide pedestrian sidewalk
or trail that crosses the landscape strip. Use one of the following
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treatments on the landscape strip to screen the parking lot from the
public right-of-way:

1) A masonry wall, solid fence, berm or hedge maintained at least
three feet (3°) in height above grade. The Planning Board may
require that walls or fences be softened with plant materials such
as vines and shrubs.

2) At least one tree for each 25 linear feet of landscape strip,
interplanted with a hedge maintained at least three feet (3°) in
height above grade.

In the Limited Business (B-1), Core Business (B-2) and Gateway (G) Zoning
districts, buffer any off-street parking space or parking lot that abuts a sidewalk
with a landscaped area no less than four feet wide in which is located a
continuous row of shrubs no less than 3 feet (3°) high, or a wall or fence no less
than four feet (4”) high and no more than 6 feet (6°) high, in addition to the
required shade trees.

v Buffer all off-street parking areas containing three or more parking
spaces from adjacent residential districts or uses with a ten foot (10%)
wide planting strip generously planted with evergreens of sufficient
height and width to effectively screen the parking area from the
adjacent use during all seasons.

v Use landscaping to delineate vehicular and pedestrian patterns. Clear
and legible signs, different color and texture paving materials, raised or
inverted areas, and other techniques should be used to further direct the
flow of both vehicular and pedestrian traffic within the lot.

E. BUFFERING

Lamdscaping can be used to create boundaries and transitions between
nei ghborhoods and areas of differing development intensities as well as to
separate areas of incompatible land use. Certain land uses require more
paxking, storage of raw materials, traffic or are visually incompatible with other
Jand uses. Well designed landscape treatments lessen the adverse visual
impacts between different types of land uses, reduce noise levels, mitigate
effects from fumes, and increase privacy levels. Landscape buffers can take a
variety of forms, including open space separation, buffer plantings of various
hesights and widths, berms and fences. When residential uses are adjacent to
commercial uses, they should be separated by a buffer that protects residential
activities while providing pleasant visual experiences when viewed from the
public right-of-way.
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F.

Provide at least a thirty-foot (30°) wide lands::ape buffer between an
industrial use and any residential use or district.

Provide a twenty foot (20°) wide landscape buffer between a
commercial use in the B-3 District and any residential use or district,
and between a multi-family residential development and a single-family
residential use or district.*

Provide a ten foot (10%) wide landscape buffer between a commercial
use in the B-1, B-2, and Gateway Districts and any residential use or
district, and between an office use and any residential use or district.*

Buffers should be opaque, consisting of any one or a combination of the
following to a minimum height of six feet (6’):

o Berm

a Fence

o Masonry wall

o Vegetation screen

Include a variety of local species that have low maintenance

requirements. Their appearance should be natural, and clustering is
preferred over planting in rows.

SCREENING

Screening eliminates or reduces the visual impacts of outdoor storage and
loading areas, refuse facilities and mechanical equipment. The following are
the screening guidelines.

v Screen all outdoor storage and loading areas from residential districts or

uses and from view of any public right-of-way with a berm, wall, fence
and/or plant materials as follows:

o Screening should be a minimum of six feet (6°) high.

o Walls or fences should be solid or visually impervious and made of
natural materials such as masonry or wood. The Planning Board
should avoid approval of any chain link and razor wire fences unless
absolutely necessary due to unusual security needs.

*
The Planning Board may require a wider landscape buffec ona case-by-case basis.
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o Plant materials, if used alone, should be evergreen and should be at

least three feet (3°) wide.

o The Planning Board may require that walls or fences be softened
with plant materials such as vines and shrubs.

o Screening should be of a length to screen the maximum size trailer
that can be accommodated on site.

v~ Screen all refuse facilities and mechanical equipment from all adjoining
uses and from view of any public right-of-way with a solid wall or
fence and/or plant materials as follows:

o Screening should be no less than the height of the facilities or

equipment.

o Plant materials, if used alone, should be evergreen.

o Roof-mounted mechanical equipment should be set back from the
building fagade so as not to be seen from any public right-of-way, or
should be completely screened by building parapets.

G . STREET TREES

Trees planted along the Village’s
main streets are perhaps the single
most effective physical addition to
make sidewalks more welcoming
and more walkable. Street trees
provide shade, and they have the
added benefit of helping to slow
traffic by narrowing the field of
vision.  Street trees should be
placed close to the road and to

Street trees

>

0' v ¥ ¥

provide shade to léWar summar . "_':.:'

: temperaiunes ! EE
* give a sense of protection from traﬂTc for

.walkers along the sidewalk orroad .-
- visyally unify varied architecture, parking *

lots and setbacks along stroets an
help slow down traffic by narrowmg the field :
of vision . .

. increase ad;acem ms:denual property

valties by an average of5to 10peroent 3

each. other to create a park-like canopy They should be Iocated between the :
sidewalk and curb to form a protective row that makes pedestrians feel safely

separated from traffic.

v Street trees should be planted for all developments that are subject to

subdivision or site plan review.
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v Provide street trees along each
side of all streets, public or
private, existing or proposed,
but not including alleys. In
locations where healthy and
mature shade trees currently
exist, the requirements for new
trees may be waived or
modified.

Plant h:eet trees in planting etween s curb
v Plant: street trees in planting and the sidewalk to protect pedestrians from traffic.
strips located between the
street curb and the sidewalk, or in sidewalk tree wells located between
the street curb and the sidewalk on streets without planting strips.

Residential steeets with large setbacks and no street trees  Narrower residential streets lined with trees provide &
look so wide that they induce higher speeds. pedestrian scale and sense of enclosure to help slow
toaffic

v’ Street trees should be species with broad canopies, should have a
minimum caliper of two and one-half (2'4”) inches and preferably three
inches (3”) measured at chest height at time of planting, and should be
spaced a maximum of twenty-five to thirty feet (25-30") on center, with
exact spacing to be evaluated on a site-specific basis.

v" No more than 40 percent of the street trees should be of one species.
The particular species of trees should be determined upon specific
locational requirements. Species should be selected to cast moderate to
dense shade in summer, survive more than 60 years, have a mature
height of at least 50 feet, be tolerant of pollution, heat, and salt, require
little maintenance by being mechanically strong (not brittle), and be
insect and disease resistant. Care should be taken to avoid species that
suffer limb drop and splitting, heavy fruit or nut crops, invasive root
systems, or allergen production. In the Limited Business (B-1), Core
Business (B-2), Highway Business (B-3), and Gateway (G) Districts,
the street treescape should consist of deciduous species that branch
above eight feet (8’) to facilitate viewing of storefronts and signage.

10
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Good choices that are known to be suitable in Southeastern New York

State include:

Acer Truncatum
Gingko (males only)
Green Ash
Hackberry
Hawthorme (thornless)
Hedge Maple
Hickory

Little-leaf Linden
London Plane Tree
Pin Oak

ooogooOoOoDpDO0ODO0

Red Oak

Regent Scholartree
Scarlet Oak
Sweetgum

Thorless Honey
Locust

Trident Maple
Tuliptree

Village Green Zelkova

oDoooAo

coo

v~ Street trees should be grown to at least American Nursery Association
Standards, should be balled and burlap or crated nursery stock, and
should be irrigated and fertilized for a minimum of two years after
installation. Any tree that dies within two years of planting, or any tree
that is removed should be replaced with the same species and size.

H . DRAINAGE AND EROSION CONTROL

The design of drainage features,
such as catch basins, swales and
collection ponds, should be treated
as elements of the site’s landscape
plan and modeled upon the
characteristics of  naturally
occurring ponds and streams found
in the Village. Too often, the size
and shape of drainage basins
create the look of a large hole that
bears no resemblance to the
environment around them and
effectively scars the landscape.
Drainage features should be

stormwater management pond 1s hidden bebind dwellings and
landscaped to appear as if it is part of the natural setting,

designed to look natural, with extensive landscaping and/or fencing placed

around them.

v Treat drainage features as an element of the site’s landscape plan and
model them on the characteristics of naturally occurring ponds and

streams.

11
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v' Ensure that drainage features have extensive landscaping and/or fencing

around them.

v' Use native plant materials suited to pond and stream bank environments

to control erosion and create a natural appearance.

FENGES AND WALLS

Fences and walls can be an attractive way to provide privacy and aesthetics and
to promote security.

J.

v Fences and walls should be no higher than six feet (6”) inheight, as

measured from the lowest grade at the base of the fence or wall, except
that retaining walls and terraced walls may exceed six feet when
permitted as part of a site plan review, or as necessary to construct
streets and sidewalks.

Fences and walls within a front yard setback should not exceed four feet
(4°) (except decorative arbors, gates, etc.), as measured from the grade
closest to the street right-of-way.

Fences and walls should be made of natural materials such as masonry

or wood. Chain link and razor wire fences are inappropriate under
nearly all circumstances.

MAINTENANCE

Maintenance of landscape plantings should be ongoing throughout the life of
the development. The selection of native plantings and the c onsideration o f
siting conditions will greatly reduce maintenance requirements.

v Maintain all plant material in a healthy, growing condition at all times.

The property owner is responsible for regular weeding, watering,
fertilizing, pruning, mowing, and other maintenance of all plantings as
needed.

Appropriately treat plant materials that exhibit evidence of insect pests,
disease, and/or damage. Whenever necessary, remove dead or diseased
plant materials and replace them with living plant materials to ensure
continued compliance with applicable landscaping, buffering and
screening requirements.

12
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v" Permanently m aintain all required fences and walls in good condition
and, whenever necessary, repair or replace them.

v The property owner of land abutting a constructed public right-of-way
is responsible for landscaping and maintenance of any right-of-way area
between his or her property line and the curb line, with the exception of
trees, which must be maintained by the Village.

v" Keep all landscaped areas free of refuse, debris and weeds.

v’ All plantings should be subject to periodic inspections by, local agents
and maintenance may be subject to a performance bond by the Planning
Board as a condition of approval.

13
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Plan Submission

A. SUBMISSION STANDARDS

A landscape plan should be prepared for all development proposals that require
Subdivision, Site P lan, or S pecial Use P ermit approval. The plan should be
drawn to a scale that clearly and accurately shows all existing and proposed
plant material, and should contain the following information:

1.

The location, species and size of all existing trees over four inches
(4”) in diameter at breast height.

All existing vegetation to be removed, retained or relocated.

The location and quantities of all new stock, with a table, keyed to
plant locations on the plan, including names (common and
botanical), container or caliper sizes, heights, and spacing at
installation. The planting size of deciduous trees should be
indicated in minimum inches of caliper measured at breast height.
The planting size of evergreen trees should be indicated in minimum
feet of height above ground. The planting size for shrubs, vines and
groundcovers should be indicated in the minimum container size in
inches or gallons, as appropriate. The manner in which any lawn
areas are to be established (e.g., by sodding or seeding) should be
indicated.

The location and description of other landscape improvements, such
as earth berms, walls, fences, screens, s culptures, fountains, street
furniture, lights, and courts or paved areas. The heights and
materials of walls and fences should be specified. Berms should be
delineated by one-foot contours.

A description of how existing healthy trees, proposed to be retained,
will be protected from damage during construction.

For a development or project that is greater than two acres in size,
the signature and seal of the architect or landscape architect
responsible for preparing the plan.

14
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C. ASSURANCES

1. A Certificate of Occupancy will not be issued until the Village
Building Department has determined that the landscaping has been
installed according to the approved Site Plan. When, because of
adverse weather conditions, compliance with all or part of the
approved Plan would be impractical, the Building Inspector may
issue a temporary Certificate of Occupancy, not to exceed 180 days,
to allow compliance with the Plan.

2. The Village may require the developer to provide a performance and
maintenance bond in an amount determined by the Village Engineer
to ensure the planting of landscape materials and care during the
first two years after planting.

15
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