
Minutes 
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Monday, March 17, 2014, 7 p.m. 

Members present: Tom Olsen, Chair; Agnes Devereux, Pat Kobelt, Kamilla Nagy, Sue Wynn. 
Others present: Jack Gordon (HPC13-04 amendment); Rich Travis, Building Inspector; Brenda White 
(7:30 p.m.), Director of Planning; Dan Torres, Town Councilman; Ariana Basco, Village Trustee Liaison 
(7-7:30 p.m.). 

Call to order:  Mr. Olsen opened the meeting at 7:07 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the regular meeting on February 24, 2014, were approved with one 
correction (motion Nagy, second Wynn; all in favor). 

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness with Public Hearing: 
Amendment to HPC13-04 (Jack Gordon, 17 Church Street): Install two small exhaust fans in rear 
wall of property. SEQR Type II. 

Mr. Gordon, whose application to install a commercial exhaust fan was approved in June 2013, proposes 
instead to install two smaller (~8”) fans in the rear wall of the property, one on each side of the window. 
He explained that the type of cooking appliances required for his café may not require a fire-suppression 
system. 

The public hearing opened at 7:22 p.m. (motion Wynn, second Devereux), and Mr. Olsen invited public 
comment. Building Inspector Rich Travis confirmed that if Type 1 appliances are installed, a suppression 
system will not be required. He has discussed code requirements with the applicant and will provide 
further information as necessary. Induction plates may offer a viable option; Mr. Travis will investigate. 
The hearing closed at 7:35 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Wynn). 

Ms. Kobelt offered a motion, seconded by Ms. Devereux, to approve installation of two exhaust fans, 
each up to 12” in size, in the specified location (rear wall, flanking window), provided that the fans 
comply with fire code requirements and that the applicant provides all specifications for HPC and 
Building Department files. All voted in favor, the motion passed, and the amendment was approved. 

Other Business: 

A. Village Board Updates: Because Trustee Basco’s attendance at this meeting is brief, she submitted her 
updates via e-mail earlier today and reviewed them for the minutes.  

1. Comprehensive Master Plan (timeline, opportunity for HPC contribution): Since HPC has not yet 
received the requested pre-1994 (1990?) master plan, Trustee Basco will contact the Village Clerk 
again. Mr. Lavalla has been working on updating the current comprehensive plan since mid 
January; the document is to be completed within 15 months. An article inviting public input will 
appear in the New Paltz Times soon. Trustee Basco recommended that Mr. Lavalla attend an HPC 
meeting to discuss how best to involve the Commission in the master-plan development process. 
Mr. Olsen and HPC members agreed 

2. Legislation covering short-term rentals outside the Historic District: The VB has agreed that 
short-term rentals should be addressed within the larger rental-housing law and be subject to the 
same inspection requirements and regulations. Discussion is ongoing. 



3. Ulster County NY Rising Community Program: The Planning Committee has identified five 
major priorities, all directly related to flooding. The top priority is to build a concrete berm around 
the wastewater treatment facility, located on Huguenot Street. 

4. Other 
a. There was brief discussion of recent events and responses to them (fire at Androgyny, 5 

Mulberry Street; flooding and partial road collapse on Huguenot Street). 
b. Mr. Olsen informed Trustee Basco that Councilman Torres has proposed the Peace Park for 

landmark designation in recognition of the 10th anniversary of the 2004 same-gender 
marriages and the Peace Park’s status as a “cultural monument” of New Paltz. The 2014 Pride 
March and Festival (June 1) and the Bon Odori Dance Festival (August 3) offer opportunities 
for public announcement. 

B. Sheds (additional discussion item): Mr. Travis inquired about HPC’s interest in guidance about sheds 
in the Historic District. There followed a productive discussion of concerns (size, shape, roof lines, 
materials, agricultural and historical context and precedent, etc.) and possible responses (address in 
new master plan, propose new or revised local law). All agreed to continue the conversation. 

C. Mr. Olsen welcomed Brenda White, VoNP Director of Planning, Zoning and Code Enforcement, and 
summarized HPC’s charge and current projects, including the Commission’s intended contribution to 
the new comprehensive master plan. Ms. White noted that she has been tasked with reevaluating the 
Village Code. Discussion focused on potential cooperation/collaboration on code enforcement, 
improved zoning, sensitive development, design standards for the downtown historic district. Mr. 
Olsen suggested a late-summer meeting to discuss such opportunities further.  

D. HPC Updates (Mr. Olsen, Chair) 

1. 15½ North Front Street (H.D. Dick’s): Members compared recent photos of the building entrance 
with those submitted in 2012 with the tenant’s application for certificate of appropriateness. The 
photos indicate that a three-bay façade has been converted to a two-bay façade, and the quality of 
the work is poor. Following discussion, HPC authorized Mr. Olsen to write to property owner 
David Tate and tenant Jim Garofalo. 

2. Landmark discussion - Peace Park: Councilman Torres has researched the history of the site and 
completed much of the proposal form (map forthcoming); he will contact Carol Johnson for 
further information. Mr. Olsen summarized the Peace Park’s local and national significance as the 
site of early same-sex marriages; he also noted the park’s commemoration of New Paltz’s sister-
city relationship with Osa, Japan. Ms. McAllister read into the record Julian Adams’ (SHPO) e-
mail regarding landmarking a government entity: Local Governments have no zoning, designating 
or any other such local land use powers over other governmental entities ‘up the ladder’.... Mr. 
Torres will finalize the proposal and send it to Ms. McAllister for HPC review in April. He 
expressed hope that landmark designation will be approved and that it can be announced at the 
2014 Pride March and Festival (June 1). HPC members support seeking the Beautification 
Committee’s endorsement. 

3. HPC Art Contest: Ms. Nagy reported on her planning meeting with Elting Library director John 
Giralico and Mr. Olsen. Commission members discussed details and identified and assigned tasks, 
which Ms. McAllister will summarize and distribute. 

4. Master Plan: Members received related documents from earlier master plan reviews; Ms. 
McAllister has asked the Village Clerk for a copy of the 1990 master plan. (Mr. Olsen will search 
for  a copy as well.) The chair called for discussion in April, perhaps with Mr. Lavalla and Mr. 
Stoermer present, and recommended identifying components missing from the earlier plans. 



5. Membership (term expirations; oath book status): Ms. Devereux’s and Ms. Wynn’s current terms 
will expire May 31, 2014. 

Executive Session: Following Ms. Kobelt’s motion and Ms. Nagy’s second, Commissioners 
Olsen, Kobelt and Nagy entered into executive session (8:45 p.m.) to discuss HPC membership.  
Executive session closed at 8:46 p.m. (motion Nagy, second Kobelt). 

6. HPC budget: Mr. Olsen reported the state of the budget as of February 28. 
7. National Alliance of Preservation Commissions (NAPC) membership: Discuss in April. 

Adjournment:  9:58 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Nagy; all voted in favor) 

Next deadline for submission: Wednesday, March 26, 2014, 1 p.m. 
Next regular meeting: Monday, April 21, 2014, 7 p.m. 

Copy to:  Village Board Liaison 
                Village Clerk 
                Planning/Building Dept. 
 


