
Minutes 

VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Monday, February 23, 2015, 7 p.m. 

Members present: Tom Olsen, Chair; Pat Kobelt, Kamilla Nagy, Sue Wynn. 

Others present: Ariana Basco, Trustee Liaison; Bren White, Director of Planning, Zoning and Code 

Enforcement; Rebecca Mackey and Weston Davey, Huguenot Historical Society (re: HPC15-01); Caryn 

Sobel, Town of New Paltz HPC. 

Call to order:  Mr. Olsen opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness with Public Hearing: 

HPC15-01 Weston Davey/Huguenot Historical Society, 88 Huguenot Street (Roosa House/ 

Research Library): Replace metal railing at front entrance with wood railing, newels and balusters; 

paint same to match house; construct new rear entrance stairway and new enclosure for propane tanks 

(rear of house). 

Ms. Mackey and Mr. Davey described the proposed project. Front entrance: Newel post design is based 

on the one at Craig House (18 Broadhead). Brick steps will remain; stones will be reset to level. Minor 

planting changes are under consideration, likely insufficient to require another CoA. 

The public hearing opened at 7:32 p.m. (motion Wynn, second Nagy; all aye), and Mr. Olsen invited 

comments. Hearing none, Ms. Kobelt moved to close the public hearing; Ms. Wynn seconded the 

motion. All members present voted in favor and the hearing closed at 7:33 p.m. 

Ms. Wynn moved to approve the application as submitted, Ms. Nagy seconded the motion, and all 

members present voted in favor. Mr. Olsen requested documentary photos for HPC files when available. 

Other Business: 

A. Local incentives for landmark designation (discussion with Ms. Sobel, Town HPC member): Mr. 

Olsen reported that the Town of New Paltz HPC is interested in “incentivizing” local landmark 

designation, having met with resistance from property owners they have recently approached. Mr. 

Olsen opened a discussion of the Village’s low-interest revolving loan fund and its recently revised 

preservation-friendly lending criteria. Trustee Basco clarified RLF tiers and funding eligibility, 

including a requirement that the applicant first be denied a traditional loan. Ms. Sobel mentioned the 

“Ithaca Plan,” which focuses on commercial/Main Street districts rather than on private homes, for 

which preservation resources are scarce. She described Wallkill residents’ willingness to pay higher 

taxes to generate funds for preservation. Ms. White confirmed that revolving loan funds that support 

preservation efforts tend to lose money but save properties. Ms. Sobel argued that resistance to 

landmark designation – which often reflects an understanding that the property owner assumes a 

burden and loses a degree of personal freedom – must be countered by incentives if preservation of 

private properties, in particular, is to be successful. Ms. White confirmed that façade easements can 

apply to private residences, typically those overseen or managed by a governmental agency or 

preservation organization. Can these issues be considered in the context of Town/Village master 

planning? Might a discounted interest rate apply if a revolving loan is tied to a façade easement? 

HPC will seek input from Nancy Branco, who manages the RLF, and possibly the Village attorney. 

Continue discussion in March/April. 

B. Village Board Updates: Trustee Basco, VB Liaison 

1. Director of Building, Planning and Code Enforcement search: Applications received but no 

interviews scheduled yet. The VB is considering several options. 



2. Comprehensive Master Plan: Meeting scheduled this week (February 26). Budget impact 

expected. 

3. Ulster County NY Rising Community Program: No report. 

4. Project updates: Trustee Basco and Ms. White reported on 2 Mohonk (awaiting legal guidance) 

and on the adjacent Pencil Hill property (awaiting additional information before PB review 

proceeds). Ms. White stated that clear design standards would have been helpful in these cases. 

C. HPC Updates 

1. 2014 Partners in Preservation presentations, February 11: Though one awardee was unable to 

attend, the presentations were well received and the recognition appreciated. 

2. Annual mailing posted January 29; CLG annual report submitted February 4.  

3. HPC Art Contest: Ms. Nagy confirmed that the contest has been added to Elting Library’s 

calendar. Artwork will be mounted on April 18, judged on April 25, and come down on May 2. 

Members reviewed and updated Ms. Nagy’s list of contacts for the promotional mailing 

(electronic and paper). Ms. Nagy’s draft flyer was approved for use. Ms. McAllister will try 

adding contest information to the HPC’s website. No judges confirmed yet; Mr. Olsen will 

follow up with Mr. Jordan and Ms. Kastner. Ms. Nagy is awaiting merchant decisions about 

awards. Mr. Olsen will draft a press release/event announcement for the New Paltz Times. Ms. 

Nagy has prepared a sample checklist/guidelines judges and will share with HPC. 

Announcement and submission guidelines needed ASAP. Will confirm Ms. Devereux’s 

intention to create a Facebook event page. 

4. Budget report: Mr. Olsen has submitted HPC’s budget request for the new fiscal year 

(essentially flat). For the current year, expenses remain well within our allocation. 

5. Huguenot Street report: New residents expected at 130 Huguenot Street. Mr. Olsen reported 

receipt of a new application for CoA to install solar panels at 118 Huguenot Street. He will 

contact Julian Adams (SHPO) for updated guidance. 

6. Design standards: Mr. Olsen hopes to report on the PB’s progress next month. 

7. Lighted signs: No discussion; will keep on agenda for possible follow-up.  

8. Continue discussion of landmarking possibilities: HPC identified four properties that may merit 

consideration, including Ms. Kobelt’s property at 15 South Oakwood Terrace. Discussion will 

continue next month. 

D. New Business 

1. 56 Elting Avenue, proposed for subdivision into three lots: Tim Rogers has inquired whether 

HPC input is appropriate, given concerns about the impact of the proposed subdivision on the 

character of the neighborhood. Mr. Olsen and Ms. White agree that the HPC has no jurisdiction 

in the case; other members concur. Mr. Olsen will report back to Mr. Rogers. 

2. Upcoming term expirations (chair term only): Mr. Olsen invited all members to consider 

chairing the HPC and will also speak with Ms. Devereux. Further discussion in March. 

Adjournment: 8:36 p.m. (motion Kobelt, second Wynn; all present voted in favor. Motion passed.) 

Next deadline for submission: Wednesday, February 18, 2015, 1 p.m. 

Next regular meeting: Monday, March 16, 7 p.m.  

 

Copy to:  Village Board Liaison 

                Village Clerk 

                Planning/Building Dept. 


