
Minutes 

VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Monday, April 20, 2015, 7 p.m. 

Members present: Tom Olsen, Chair; Agnes Devereux, Pat Kobelt, Kamilla Nagy, Sue Wynn. 

Others present: Ariana Basco, Trustee Liaison; Cornelia Calder and Nathaniel Krenkel, property 

owners, and Matt Calardo, Lighthouse Solar (HPC15-02: 118 Huguenot Street); Patrick O’Donnell 

(HPC15-03: 164 Huguenot Street); Kathleen Smith, Jacob Elting Burying Ground; John Orfitelli, Chair, 

Town of New Paltz HPC. 

Call to order:  Mr. Olsen opened the meeting at 7:02 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the regular meeting on March 16, 2015, were approved as written. 

Applications for Certificate of Appropriateness with Public Hearings: 

HPC15-02 Cornelia Calder, 118 Huguenot Street: Install solar panels on W-SW roof. 

Mr. Olsen reiterated the Commission’s appreciation of the applicant’s thoughtful approach to this 

project. Mr. Calardo, representing Lighthouse Solar, stated that the intent of the solar design is to 

achieve maximize effectiveness with attention to aesthetic standards. 

Ms. Devereux moved to open the public hearing; Ms. Nagy seconded the motion. All members voted in 

favor, and the hearing opened at 7:06 p.m. Mr. Olsen invited public comment and read a statement of 

support, received by email from Miriam Strouse of the New Paltz Climate Action Coalition: The New 

Paltz Climate Action Coalition fully supports this application to install photo voltaic solar panels in the 

Historic District, as well as elsewhere throughout the Village and Town of New Paltz.   

Thank you, Miriam Strouse for NPCAC (fyi, resident at 143 Huguenot). There was no additional public 

comment, and the hearing closed at 7:08 p.m. (motion Kobelt, second Wynn; all voted in favor). 

Mr. Olsen pointed out that the proposed installation is inconsistent with the preservation community’s 

priorities and guidelines for solar, which favor off-street or secondary-building installations to minimize 

visual intrusion. HPC must consider these recommendations and all factors relevant to the application in 

order to reach a well-reasoned decision. There is also significant concern for precedent, given the 

sensitive location of the Calder-Krenkel property. 

Having evaluated all options for siting, Mr. Calardo reported that the W-SW roof is the only viable 

location for any type of solar installation; no alternative location offers sufficient exposure to meet 

Lighthouse and NYSERDA criteria. Individual HPC members expressed support for the applicant’s 

proposal, citing their support in principle for the use of solar throughout New Paltz, including the 

Historic District, and the lack of clear, unambiguous guidance from preservation sources. Mr. Olsen 

identified several positive aspects of the proposed design: choice of high-quality material of uniform 

appearance and low profile, installation flush to the roof and aligning with the existing pitch. Mr. 

Calardo explained that the panels will be laid “portrait style” and the array will be centered on the roof 

with nearly edge-to-edge coverage. He estimated a 12” setback from the roof’s margins. (At present, 

there are no setback requirements established for roof arrays. At Mr. Olsen’s request, Mr. Calardo will 

provide the final setback determined for 118 Huguenot Street.) 

Ms. Wynn offered a motion, seconded by Ms. Devereux, to approve the application as submitted, 

acknowledging the Commission’s concern about precedent. All members voted in favor, and the motion 

passed. Mr. Olsen will draft a “white paper” for the May meeting outlining considerations related to the 

use of solar technology in historic settings. He invited additional input from Ms. Calder, Mr. Krenkel 

and Mr. Calardo as the project moves forward. 



HPC15-03 Lorraine and Patrick O’Donnell, 164 Huguenot Street: Install perimeter fence around 

back yard. 

Mr. O’Donnell explained that the proposed fence is a copy of the perimeter fence at 162 Huguenot 

Street (Dorris property). Wire mesh may differ, depending on cost and availability of the small mesh 

used at #162. Height (4’, Mr. O’Donnell believes) will match neighbor’s fence. Installation may require 

removal of bushes on one side of the property, which will be replaced with same. Neighbor’s agent Mon 

Dorris suggested that the fence be offset from the shared property line approximately one foot to allow 

access for clean-up.  

Mr. O’Donnell proposed the following amendments to his application, which currently shows a 4’ gate 

at the back of the property and a 12’ gate at the front, to the left of the garage: (1) replace the 4’ gate at 

the back of the property with a 4’ removable section of fence; (2) relocate 4’ gate to the front, to the 

right of the house. Existing trees will provide screen; dying trees will eventually be replaced. 

The public hearing opened at 7:41 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Nagy). Dina DuBois, president of the 

Jacob Elting Burying Ground Association, emailed a statement of support for the record: The fence 

although not beautiful is more rustic/rural. Since it is mainly along the sides of the property and 

backs up to the rail trail and very little will be seen from the street I think it is suitable. Near the rail 

trail this kind of fence looks right because along the rail trail it is informal and unlandscaped. And 

it will be like their neighbors' at 162 Huguenot Street. Kathleen (Kate) Smith, also representing the 

Burying Ground Association, commended Mr. O’Donnell for choosing a design that fits the 

surroundings and the historical setting while meeting modern-day needs. The hearing closed at 7:46 

p.m. (motion Kobelt, second Nagy). 

Ms. Devereux’s motion (second Nagy) to approve the application as amended passed, with all members 

voting in favor. 

Other Business: 

A. Village Board Updates: Trustee Basco, VB Liaison 

1. Director of Building, Planning and Code Enforcement search: Two candidates for Village 

Planner will be interviewed tomorrow by the joint Village and Town Boards. It is still expected 

that the Planner will assume responsibility for the Comprehensive Master Plan. 

2. Other: Signage proposals are currently being considered. 

B. John Orfitelli joined the meeting to propose greater collaboration and resource sharing by the Town 

and Village HPCs, perhaps including development of a joint master plan for historic preservation (to 

ultimately become a chapter in the Town/Village Comprehensive Master Plan). He identified the 

following priorities: (1) incentivize landmark designation and (2) engage in community education. 

Mr. Olsen invited Town HPC members to the June 15 meeting for further discussion. 

C. HPC Updates 

1. For information: 

a. Mr. Olsen will contact Mary Etta Schneider about attending the May meeting to discuss 

upcoming events and plans on Huguenot Street. 

b. Plans for a trail around archaeological resources at Woodland Pond: Bill Schnitzer 

contacted Mr. Olsen to alert him to possible HPC involvement in this effort in the 

coming months. 

c. Elting House roof replacement: Cedar shakes will replace existing cedar. All agreed that 

the work is like-for-like replacement; no need for a certificate of appropriateness. 

2. Roof replacement and porch maintenance at 30 Center Street (landmarked property): Owner 

Anne Finn will replace ice-damaged bead board on her porch and replace her roof with shingles 



that are slightly darker than those currently in place. HPC considers the work like-for-like 

replacement; therefore, no certificate of appropriateness is needed. 

3. Planning Board pre-application, 105 Huguenot Street: After discussion of the circumstances of 

this proposed “subdivision,” members agreed that no formal HPC consultation is required. Mr. 

Olsen will inform PB chair Maurice Weitman. 

4. Huguenot Street report: Ms. Wynn expressed concern about possible sale of the Jewett farm. 

Members agreed to watch this matter and continue discussion in May. 

5. HPC Art Exhibit: Progress report and final discussion (Ms. Nagy and Mr. Olsen) 

a. Submissions to date: 7 artists (all 18 and over; no under-18 entries); 15 works (1 

drawing, 3 mixed media, 11 paintings). Awards: One per media category (3), 1 best in 

show, other awards at the discretion of the judges. 

b. Publicity and reporting: HPC members will use their networks to invite people to the 

reception. New Paltz Times reporter and photographer requested for the event. 

c. Ms. Nagy will provide a flyer and price list to Mr. Olsen and Ms. McAllister for review 

and copying. Thank-you letters will be sent to judges and sponsors; Mr. Olsen will send 

a letter to the editor of NPT. Ms. McAllister and Ms. Nagy will coordinate certificate 

completion. 

6. Preliminary discussion of proposal to landmark 15 South Oakwood Terrace: Ms. Kobelt 

confirmed her interest in landmark designation. She sought and received advice regarding her 

plans to add a detached one-car garage. Ms. Devereux moved to proceed with a public hearing 

in May; Ms. Wynn seconded the motion; all voted in favor and the motion passed. 

7. Need for coordinated oversight of Main Street building projects: Mr. Olsen noted the lack of a 

mechanism for the Village PB, ZBA, Building Department, and HPC to consult more closely 

on matters of mutual interest and concern. Without such a mechanism, and with no design 

standards in place, the potential for negative consequences on the streetscape is significant. 

Members cited Yanni’s (demolition and anticipated new construction) and 71 Main Street 

(possible division of the space and changes to the historic façade) as locations of concern; Ms. 

Wynn is also concerned about the former STS site. Mr. Olsen offered to draft a position paper 

that may prove useful to Village leaders following the May election. 

8. 196 Main Street follow-up: Members agreed that further consideration of this property should 

be at the request of the school district. 

9. Mr. Olsen’s term as chair will expire May 31; members implored him to continue in the role. 

10. Budget report: Discussed possible uses of remaining funds for the current fiscal year (training 

opportunities, memberships, etc.). 

11. Need for website optimization: Ms. Devereux observed that Googling “Village of New Paltz 

Historic Preservation Commission” doesn’t lead to the HPC’s webpage. Ms. McAllister will 

follow up with the Village Clerk. 

12. Ms. Devereux is considering changes to the fence at the Village TeaRoom; application for 

certificate of appropriateness forthcoming. 

13. July meeting: Quorum unlikely on July 20; meeting may be rescheduled for July 27. 

Adjournment: 9:46 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Nagy; all voted in favor and the motion passed.) 

Next deadline for submission: Wednesday, April 22, 2015, 1 p.m. 

Next regular meeting: Monday, May 18, 7 p.m. 

Copy to:  Village Board Liaison 

                Village Clerk 

                Planning/Building Dept. 


