
Minutes 
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Monday, February 16, 2016, 7 p.m. 

Members present: Tom Olsen, Chair; Agnes Devereux, Pat Kobelt, Kamilla Nagy. (Sue Wynn absent.) 
Others present: Sandra Renner, 5 Henry Court, and Daniel Vail, Apex Solar (HPC15-09); Jason Taylor, 176 
Huguenot Street (HPC16-01); Julie Robbins and Nicole Langlois, 122 Main Street; David Gilmour, Municipal 
Planner (for discussion of CLG grant application). 

Call to order: Mr. Olsen opened the meeting at 7:07 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the regular meeting on January 19, 2016, were approved as amended (name 
references clarified). 

Applications for Certificate of Appropriateness with Public Hearings: 
HPC15-09 Sandra Renner, 5 Henry Court: Install roof-mounted solar panels. 
The applicant and her contractor/installer were in attendance. They confirmed that black is the only color 
available for the panels; thus, the panels will contrast, rather than blend, with the color of the roof shingles. Mr. 
Olsen pointed out that the panels will face away from Henry Court and Huguenot Street and their visibility will 
be limited. He opened the public hearing 7:10 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Nagy, passed 4-0) and invited 
comments. There being none, he closed the public hearing at 7:11 (motion Devereux, second Kobelt, passed 4-
0). No other questions or discussion followed, and Ms. Kobelt moved to approve the application as submitted 
(second Devereux, vote: 4-0, motion passed). 

HPC16-01 Jason Taylor and Stella Deen, 176 Huguenot Street: Install ground-mounted solar panels in back 
yard, with landscaping in vicinity. 
Mr. Taylor confirmed that project plans have not changed since last month’s preliminary discussion. The public 
hearing opened at 7:37 p.m. (motion Kobelt, second Nagy, passed 4-0). No comments were offered, and the 
hearing closed at 7:38 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Nagy, passed 4-0). Ms. Nagy moved to approve the 
application as submitted, Ms. Kobelt seconded the motion, and all voted in favor. Motion passed 4-0. 

Other Business: 

A. Village Board updates: Trustee Young was unable to attend, and his updates were deferred. Regarding the 
proposed Municipal Center, Ms. Devereux reported that the committee on which she had served has 
apparently disbanded. 

B. HPC Updates (Mr. Olsen, unless otherwise noted) 
1. 122 Main Street - Preliminary discussion of recent and proposed exterior changes to the landmarked 

property that currently houses One Epic Place: Tenants Julie Robbins and Nicole Langlois, proprietors 
of One Epic Place, joined the commissioners. Mr. Olsen summarized the role of the HPC and its 
obligation with regard to Historic District and locally landmarked properties. As discussed in January, 
recent changes at 122 Main Street (alterations to one front window, landscape changes, and installation 
of temporary signs) were completed without HPC consultation or review. The window alterations were 
promptly reversed following Building Inspector Bryant Arms’ communication with property owner 
Vanderlyn Pine. Ms. Robbins reported that the landscaping is being “refreshed”: overgrown shrubbery 
has been cut down and will be replaced with similar plant materials. The exterior trim will be repainted 
(same color). Because these two projects involve like-for-like replacement, no CoA is required. With 
regard to signage for their business, Ms. Robbins and Ms. Langlois described what they propose: a 3D-
printed logo (2’ x 2’, no text), to be mounted between the second-floor and attic windows (center front) 
and secured to the exterior at two points; a V-shaped, brushed-metal sign with cut-out letters, to project 
out above the front door, attached at one point and reusing an existing hole in the masonry; and a 
directory sign in the rear, adjacent to the parking lot. Mr. Olsen recommended downlighting rather than 



uplighting for the signs; Ms. Devereux encouraged low-impact lighting (LED, solar, light or motion 
sensor). A public hearing will be scheduled for March 21. 

2. HPC/PB collaboration; potential architectural review role for HPC (possible models): Mr. Olsen has 
had a follow-up conversation with Dave Gilmour. More discussion is needed. 

3. PB business of interest to HPC 
a. 16 No. Chestnut (Goodwill Church): Building Inspector Arms has confirmed that no elevator is 

required. HPC has received no further information about the dumpster enclosure but does not 
anticipate negative visual impact. 

b. 17 Church Street (Café 17) and 21 Church Street (Huckleberry): Commercial sign changes have 
occurred at this landmarked property without HPC consultation; however, HPC is uncertain 
whether a business expansion (as at #17) or occupancy change (as at #21) that involves no 
exterior changes requires a sign permit or consultation. Mr. Olsen will contact Mr. Arms. 

c. 5 Mulberry Street: Debris has been cleared; no further news about rebuilding. 
4. 2016 Statewide Preservation Conference, May 5-7, 2016: Program details not yet available. 
5. HPC Art Exhibit 2016 planning: Ms. Nagy reported that musicians (probably two) will provide period 

French/Dutch music on April 30. She has composed a brief notice for the Chronogram’s event 
calendar, which she read and will distribute to HPC members for review; Mr. Olsen will 
contact Brian Mahoney (Chronogram editor) about a feature article. The Chronogram notice 
will also be posted on the Facebook page, which Ms. Devereux has updated. (It is now an 
event page within a new HPC Facebook page, to be shared with the Village Facebook page. 
Ms. Nagy will print 20 large and 20 small promotional flyers to post at Elting Library, 
Manny’s, and Rhinebeck Artist’s Shop. Ms. Devereux confirmed plans to cater the reception. 

6. Partners in Preservation presentations (January 27): New Paltz Times provided excellent coverage; the 
group photo of certificate recipients is posted on the Facebook page. 

7. Budget: Mr. Olsen reported HPC’s YTD expenses. He submitted a revised budget worksheet 
for FY2016-17 that includes $5K associated with the CLG grant application. 

8. CLG grant application: Mr. Gilmour joined the discussion. HPC members reviewed a complete draft of 
the application and offered feedback. The Village’s match will include staff time (Mr. Gilmour’s, Ms. 
McAllister’s) and volunteer time (Village, and possibly Town, HPC members’ time); any SHPO 
contribution to the video may also be counted. Commissioners expressed support by offering a 
resolution “to proceed with a 2016 CLG grant as discussed at this meeting” (motion Devereux, second 
Kobelt, motion passed 4-0). 

9. CLG annual report (FY2015), due February 29: Mr. Olsen and Ms. McAllister will work on the report 
after this meeting. Eligibility to apply for a CLG grant depends on up-to-date annual reports. 

10. Annual mailing completion: Ms. McAllister reported that the mailing was completed on February 1. 
11. Discussion of 2016 goals, landmarking possibilities: Goals may include reviewing/revising the sign 

code; addressing “quality-of-life” issues, including provision of trash and pet-waste receptacles; 
Partners in Preservation, art exhibition, CLG grant project (if funded). Members also identified three 
properties for possible landmark designation. 

12. Former Earthgoods space:  Ms. Devereux expressed concern about a “crawl” (sign with scrolling text) 
recently installed inside the window and asked how such signs are addressed in the Village Code. Mr. 
Olsen will contact Building Inspector Arms about this matter and about the status of possible 
prohibition of neon signs. 

Adjournment: 9:16 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Nagy; motion passed 4-0) 
 
Next deadline for submission: Wednesday, February 24, 2016, 1 p.m. 
Next regular meeting: Monday, March 21, 2016, 7 p.m. 

Copy to:  Village Board Liaison, Village Clerk, Planning/Building Dept. 
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