
Minutes 

VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Monday, January 19, 2016, 7 p.m. 

Members present: Tom Olsen, Chair; Agnes Devereux, Pat Kobelt, Kamilla Nagy, Sue Wynn. 
Others present: Dennis Young, Trustee Liaison; Sandra Renner (5 Henry Court - HPC15-09); Jason Taylor 
(176 Huguenot Street - HPC16-01). 

Call to order: Mr. Olsen opened the meeting at 7:09 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the regular meeting on November 16, 2015, were approved as submitted 
(motion Kobelt, second Nagy; motion passed 5-0). 

Applications for Certificate of Appropriateness – Preliminary Discussions: 

HPC15-09 Sandra Renner, 5 Henry Court: Install roof-mounted solar panels 

Mr. Olsen pointed out that the panels will face away from the street. Ms. Devereux inquired whether other 
color options were available to better match the gray roof; Ms. Renner will discuss the matter with her 
contractor. A public hearing will be scheduled for February 16. Ms. McAllister will provide the applicant 
with neighbor-notification materials and posting deadlines. 

HPC16-01 Jason Taylor and Stella Deen, 176 Huguenot Street: Install ground-mounted solar panels in 
back yard, with landscaping in vicinity. Report: Like-for-like roof replacement.  

Mr. Olsen reported his prior discussion with Mr. Taylor regarding roof replacement, for which the applicant 
has provided product and contractor details: Owens Corning Tru-Definition Duration architectural shingles; 
color: “Driftwood”; contractor: Colonial Roofing and Siding of Kingston). Reroofing was determined to be 

like-for-like (no certificate of appropriateness required).  

Solar panels will be ground mounted in back yard; overgrown brush will be cleared to accommodate the 
array. (Long-term plan includes additional landscaping.) Applicant will retain a 75’ uncut buffer beside the 
Rail Trail to help screen the panels from that vantage point; rear-yard location will screen the array from 
neighbors and Huguenot Street view. (Site plan, not to scale, was provided; better version to come.) A public 
hearing will be scheduled for February 16. Ms. McAllister will provide the applicant with neighbor-
notification materials and posting deadlines. 

Other Business: 

A. Village Board updates (Trustee Dennis Young) 
1. Web optimization: Former Planning/Zoning secretary Brogan Rose O’Donnell will update and 

optimize the website. Website has been fixed; still working on search optimization. 
2. VB discussions of merging Village and Town Halls: Moving forward; details to be worked out. A 

public outreach meeting will take place next week. The original committee, of which Ms. Devereux 
was a member, will likely be dissolved and its role assumed by the LDC (the body to be created to 
manage the project and to serve as the lessor for both the Town and the Village). The LDC will be 
comprised of two members appointed by the Town Board, two appointed by the Village Board, and 
one at-large member. An updated preliminary drawing of the municipal building has been presented 
to the VB for review. 

3. Comprehensive Master Plan: Committee membership has been determined; Ms. Devereux will 
serve. Trustee Young advised HPC to continue encouraging development of design standards. 

4. Possible development in “the Pit”: The Planning Board is waiting for a pre-planning application; 
Trustee Young anticipates requests for Code exceptions/variances, which will require VB approval.   

http://www.owenscorning.com/roofing/browse-shingles/trudefinition-duration


5. Other: Trustee Young inquired whether the HPC had ever done a workshop with local architects. 
Mr. Olsen expressed support for the idea and also suggested that most architects have some 
familiarity with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 

B. HPC Updates 
1. HPC/PB collaboration meeting: Mr. Olsen reported on his very productive meeting with PB Chair 

Michael Zierler, during which they discussed mutual interests and avenues of communication. A 
similarly productive conversation with Village Planner David Gilmour and Building Inspector 
Bryant Arms took place yesterday. Question to consider: Is HPC ready to take on the role of 
architectural review board? Ms. Devereux and Ms. Wynn strongly recommended that HPC 
membership include at least one architect, should the Commission’s role expand. Discussion 

covered the following: 

a. Revising the Village Code to alter the make-up of the HPC; 
b. Retaining an architectural consultant with historic preservation background/experience; 
c. Review of plans for new construction vs. review of plans for existing structures; 
d. Comparison of Town and Village HPCs’ roles: Any difference? (None, to Village 

commissioners’ knowledge.) 

e. Impact of commissioners’ possible new role on their workload and time commitment.  

Mr. Olsen suggested a meeting of the principals to discuss suitable models. Trustee Young will 
speak with Nancy Branco about budget considerations with regard to retaining an architectural 
consultant. 

2. Upcoming PB business of interest to HPC: Mr. Olsen will seek further information from Mr. Zierler 
regarding 16 No. Chestnut (Goodwill Church, dumpster enclosure), 17 Church Street (Café 17 
expansion), 5 Mulberry Street (Sylvia Zuniga). Trustee Young reported further delays with clearing 
debris at 5 Mulberry and ongoing uncertainty about future plans for the site. 

3. 122 Main Street (Pine House, now home to several businesses including One Epic Place, owned by 
Julie Robbins): Mr. Olsen reported that the third-floor window (front elevation, at the gable peak) 
has been altered and a vent inserted. Also, shrubbery has been cut to the ground and temporary signs 
have been added. HPC members agreed that all three exterior changes require action; Mr. Olsen and 
Ms. McAllister will follow up with the Building Inspector. 

4. Huckleberry (21 Church Street, formerly Naomi’s): New signs are now in place at the entrance 
(ground mounted) and on the building; HPC was not consulted. Mr. Olsen will contact Mr. Zierler. 

5. 2016 Statewide Preservation Conference, Albany & Troy, May 2016: Ms. McAllister reported that 
the deadline for proposals has recently passed, and details about the conference program are not yet 
available. She will continue checking the website. 

6. Huguenot Street report (Ms. Wynn): Chimney repair completed at 105 Huguenot Street. No HHS 
news to report. 

7. HPC Art Exhibit 2016 (Ms. Nagy): HPC decided on three media categories (painting; drawing and 
mixed media; photography) and two age categories (under 18; 18 and over). Will increase entry size 
limit this year (perhaps 40” x 50” or 46” x 50”); retain limit of two entries per artist. Certificates of 
participation will be presented in lieu of prizes, with one certificate per media category in each age 
category (six total). All members supported the idea of inviting musicians (pro bono). Will not 
encourage greater focus on architecture. One judge has been confirmed; two more still to be 
confirmed. Mr. Olsen will work on a press release to distribute soon. Ms. Devereux will update the 
Facebook page, perhaps as an HPC page with the art exhibit listed as an HPC event. Ms. Nagy will 
investigate free calendar listings in the Chronogram and About Town; a story in the Chronogram 
may also be possible. There is a computer, TV and screen available to use for a slide show. Will 
update 2015 submission guidelines to reflect 2016 changes. 

8. Partners in Preservation follow-up: Commissioners reviewed certificate language and 
recommended minor edits. Ms. McAllister will enter the changes and print the certificates for the 
Mayor to sign this week. Most recipients have committed to attending the January 27 VB meeting; 

http://landmarksociety.org/conference/


Mr. Olsen will send reminders. Ms. McAllister will confirm a reporter and photographer from the 
New Paltz Times. 

9. ACHP Section 106 training opportunity: This was determined not to be of sufficient relevance to 
pursue at this time. 

10. Budget: Mr. Olsen summarized YTD expenditures. For FY2016-17, HPC discussed increasing legal 
notice funding and travel/conference funding; otherwise, projected expenses will remain level. Mr. 
Olsen will finalize HPC’s budget worksheet for submission to Ms. Branco by the end of January.  

11. CLG Annual Report for FY2015 is due February 29; Ms. McAllister and Mr. Olsen will complete it. 
Possible CLG grant application (submission deadline: February 29): Discussed two possible 
projects and decided to propose production of a ~3-minute informational video introducing HPC 
(who we are, what we do, examples of best practices and otherwise). Mr. Gilmour could write the 
application, if his time allows. (Mr. Olsen suggested that the Town HPC might consider supporting 
the second project, an HHS geotechnical evaluation/survey.) 

12. Annual mailing: Mr. Olsen and Ms. McAllister will finalize the 2016 documents for mailing next 
week. 

13. Discussion of 2016 goals, landmarking possibilities: The CLG grant application and PB/ZBA/HPC 
collaboration will be the Commission’s major goals for this year. Discuss further in February. 

Adjournment: 8:54 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Wynn; motion passed) 
 
Next deadline for submission: Wednesday, January 27, 2016, 1 p.m. 
Next regular meeting: Tuesday, February 16, 2016, 7 p.m. 

 
Copy to:  Village Board Liaison 

                Village Clerk 
                Planning/Building Dept. 


