
Minutes 

VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Monday, February 27, 2017, 7 p.m. 

Members present:  Thomas Olsen, Chair; Agnes Devereux, Pat Kobelt, Kamilla Nagy, Sue Wynn. 

Others present: Dennis Young, Village Board Liaison; Kerry and Nick Sackett (HPC17-02, 112 Huguenot 

Street); Renzo Cinti (HPC17-01, HHS); Guests: Anthony Nittolo, NPHS, and Kathleen Christian, observer.  

Call to order:  Mr. Olsen declared the meeting open at 7:05 p.m. He amended the agenda to add Item B. 2. 

c. (PB17-01 Floyd Kniffen, 15 North Chestnut Street). 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the regular meeting on January 23, 2017 were approved as written. 

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness with Public Hearing: 

HPC17-02: Nick and Kerry Sackett, 112 Huguenot Street: Zero-clearance wood-burning stove to be 

installed. Review exterior impact of stove pipe, which will be visible from the rear of the house and will 

extend approximately three feet above the roofline. Vendor: Fireside Warmth. 

Applicants and HPC members discussed sightlines associated with the stove’s steel exhaust pipes and how 

the pipes will be tethered, if necessary. All agreed that the pipes will be visible only from certain side 

vantage points and only when adjacent trees are bare. 

The public hearing opened at 7:22 p.m. (motion Kobelt, second Devereux; passed: 5 ayes). Mr. Olsen 

called for comments, and Ms. Christian voiced her support. The hearing closed at 7:23 p.m. (motion Wynn, 

second Kobelt; passed: 5 ayes), and Ms. Wynn moved to accept the application as submitted. Ms. Kobelt 

seconded the motion, five members voted in favor, and the motion carried. 

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness: 

HPC17-01: Renzo Cinti for Huguenot Historical Society, 88 Huguenot Street: Construct wigwam of 

grasses, bark and saplings tied together with rope. Inside dimensions: 6’ H x 12’ W x 18’ L; outside 

dimensions = plus 1’. Structure will be located between the Jean Hasbrouck House (69 Huguenot Street) 

and the Dubois Fort (81 Huguenot Street). 

Mr. Olsen noted that the wigwam is proposed as a temporary structure; Mr. Cinti reported that most 

wigwams last no more than 10 years. Mr. Olsen, in consultation with SHPO and with HHS agreement, 

recommended a 7-year permit with possible 3-year extension, after which a new application will be needed. 

Mr. Cinti showed color prints of a wigwam exterior and interior; HPC members also reviewed a site map 

indicating the structure’s location and the boundary of Dina Dubois’ adjacent property. At Ms. Dubois’ 

request, the wigwam will be placed at least 20’ from her property line. Mr. Cinti also spoke with the Rev. 

Dr. Mark Mast of New Paltz Reformed Church, who affirmed his support for the project.  

Mr. Cinti described the security measures that HHS plans (door, lighting). He does not expect the wigwam 

to be visible from the planned new trail. Ms. Devereux moved to approve the application as submitted; Ms. 

Kobelt seconded the motion, and all voted in favor. The motion carried 5-0. 

Mr. Cinti summarized other upcoming projects: roof replacement at the Jean Hasbrouck House (like-for-

like); rebuilding the Craig House chimney (like-for-like); replacement of the Freer House roof with tin 

(CoA needed); Dubois Fort chimney (primarily interior work; exterior work may require CoA); walkway 

repairs (Deyo House and other locations). Mr. Cinti will send his work plan to Mr. Olsen. 

Discussion with Theresa Fall: Box Factory, 11 Water Street: This 1-acre property is proposed for 

rezoning from Floodplain to Gateway District, with possible future replacement of a portion of the existing 

structure with a three-story, mixed-use (residential/commercial) building. Ms. Fall shared her concerns 

about density, parking, traffic, safety (intersection), and stormwater runoff, as well as loss of the historic (c. 

1900-1924) structure. She and HPC members discussed whether the property would merit landmark 



designation and what impact such designation could have on planning. It was agreed that additional 

research will be done; Mr. Olsen or Ms. McAllister will contact PB member Bill Murray about the research 

he has conducted. Ms. Nagy will also share a recent Hudson Valley One article about potential plans for the 

property. She accepted Mr. Olsen’s invitation to represent HPC at the next meeting of the Gateway Zoning 

Committee. Ms. McAllister will contact Mr. Gilmour about the date and time.  

Other Business: 

A. Village Board updates (Trustee Dennis Young) 

1. HHS street closure proposal: Attorney consultation still in progress. 

2. Status of web enhancements: Web content expected to be migrated and fully optimized by March 5. 

3. Municipal Center: No new news. 

4. Development in “the Pit”: Village Board has not yet received the expected application. 

5. Joint Master Plan: Funds still being sought; otherwise, no report. 

6. Tributary 13/Mill Brook Preserve: The EPB is monitoring this. 

7. Proposal for design review within PB process: No recent VB discussion. Mr. Olsen will email 

Mayor Rogers (cc: Trustee Young). 

8. Other VB discussions: 

a. VB received the proposed budget for the new FY and has begun its questioning period. HPC’s 

tentative budget has increased slightly. 

b. NBR ad hoc committee has been formed and includes Trustee Young and HPC member Sue 

Wynn. One meeting so far; next meeting March 21 with consultant present.   

B. HPC Updates 

1. Huguenot Street Historic District report (Ms. Wynn) 

a. 5 Mulberry Street (HPC16-05 Hodges/Zuniga): No report. 

b. Ad hoc committee for North Chestnut/NBR zoning has a six-month timeline (consistent with 

the moratorium); one meeting so far, with the next to take place in mid/late March. Michael 

Allen (Behan Associates) will join that meeting. The Committee intends to gather community 

input, make recommendations, and draft new code language. 

c. 1 Henry Court ramp: Mr. Olsen reported that the finished ramp looks fine. He will contact 

Annell Defino. 

d. Jewett Farm, 181 Huguenot Street: It is unclear whether the expected sale was finalized. 

2. Other properties 

a. Landmark plaques not yet installed at 5 Main Street or 16 North Chestnut Street. 

b. 51 Main Street (formerly Yanni’s): Mr. Olsen reported that architect Richard Miller strongly 

prefers gray mortar and offered to mock up a section of brickwork for HPC review. 

c. 15 North Chestnut Street (PB17-01): Ms. McAllister will contact the Planning/Zoning secretary 

for application materials and invite Floyd Kniffen to the March meeting. 

3. No YTD budget report received yet. FY2017-18 budget request was $7,075, a slight increase over 

FY16-17. Mr. Olsen reported that a new laptop will be purchased with current FY funds.  

4. Partners in Preservation: Mr. Olsen noted the value of recognizing our community partners and 

expressed appreciation for the NPT’s coverage of the February 8 event. Ms. McAllister will 

forward to HPC members Debbie Russo’s thank-you note. Members were encouraged to think 

about candidates for next year. 

5. 2017 Art Show updates and planning: Ms. Nagy reported that the press release went out and all 

three judges (John Varriano, Marsha Massih, Lana Privitera) have confirmed their participation. 

One wall of the exhibition will be dedicated to the judges’ art work. Ms. Devereux created a 

Facebook event on the HPC Facebook page; submission guidelines are posted there. Ms. Nagy will 

once again produce and distribute flyers. She will also confer with John Giralico about displaying 

historic-preservation images (slide show) to educate the public about the HPC’s work. 

https://hudsonvalleyone.com/2016/11/03/owners-of-former-new-paltz-box-factory-pitch-redevelopment-vision/


6. CLG grant: Video project on track, several excellent interviews completed, more interviews 

scheduled March 9. Mr. Olsen still hopes to include Julian Adams (SHPO). 

7. Elting Memorial Library lecture series, The History of New Paltz, beginning March 19: Mr. Olsen 

supports using HPC funds to cover the $50 registration fee and will request funding for three people 

(Ms. Nagy, Ms. Wynn, Trustee Young). 

8. Ms. Devereux reported that she emailed the Orange County Historian about a tour; no response yet. 

9. Ms. McAllister reported that the annual mailing was completed earlier this month. 

10. FY2016 CLG annual report: Ms. McAllister has drafted the report and will finalize it with Mr. 

Olsen after this meeting. 

11. Downtown Business District: No report. 

12. Discussion of design review: Mr. Olsen will stay on top of this. 

13. QR-coded coasters or stickers: Defer for now. 

14. Oral-history interviews: Keep in mind for the future and for possible CLG funding support. 

15. Trustee Rocco forwarded three historic-preservation articles, which Mr. Olsen distributed to HPC 

members. Ms. Devereux pointed out that many Village landmarks “move beyond the beautiful,” as 

one article suggests is necessary. Should we do more to emphasize our non-traditional 

designations? The CLG video series may offer one means to do so. 

16. Upcoming term expirations: Ms. Kobelt’s member term and Mr. Olsen’s chair term expire 5/31/17; 

also, both alternate positions are currently vacant. Discuss further in March. 

17. Mr. Olsen sought and received support for contacting Robert Corby, architect and mayor of 

Pittsford, NY, to invite him to New Paltz. 

18. White paper on solar-panel installations in historic settings: Mr. Olsen intends to pursue this task; 

the materials recently received from SHPO may provide guidance. 

 

Adjournment: 8:34 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Nagy; motion passed with 5 ayes) 

Next regular meeting:  Monday, March 20, 2017, 7 p.m. 

Next deadline for submission: Wednesday, February 22, 2017, 1 p.m. 

Copies:  Building Dept. 

 Municipal Planner 

 Planning Board chair, Planning/Zoning Secretary 

 Village Clerk 

 Village Board Liaison 


