
Minutes 
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Tuesday, January 20, 2015, 7 p.m. 

Members present: Tom Olsen (7:35 p.m.), Chair; Agnes Devereux, Deputy Chair; Pat Kobelt, 
Kamilla Nagy, Sue Wynn. Others present: Bren White (8:25 p.m., following Planning Board 
meeting). 

Call to order:  In Mr. Olsen’s absence, Ms. Devereux opened the meeting at 7:04 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of the regular meeting on November 17, 2014, were approved 
as written (motion Nagy, second Kobelt; 4 ayes, Mr. Olsen having not yet arrived). 

Applications for Certificate of Appropriateness:  None 

Other Business: 

A. Village Board Updates: No report. (Trustee Basco not in attendance.) 
B. HPC Updates 

1. 15½ North Front Street (H.D. Dick’s): Mr. Olsen reported that the screen door has been 
removed. He offered to write a letter to property owner David Tate acknowledging the 
action and offering the HPC’s assistance in the future. Members expressed support for a 
letter and authorized Mr. Olsen to prepare it. 

2. HPC Art Contest, April 2015 
a. Ms. Nagy will confirm with Mr. Giralico the following exhibition dates: installation 

April 25, open April 26-May 9; judging May 2, with reception following. 
b. Media categories increased from two to three: painting, drawing, mixed. Six 

certificates (under 18 and over 18 in each category) and two overall prizes (under 18 
and over 18 “best in show”) will be presented. Several local businesses have been 
approached about donating prizes. 

c. Promotion: Distribute a save-the-date notice ASAP and a detailed promotional flyer 
by February 23 or soon thereafter. (Alex Olsen may help produce the flyer.) Members 
identified possible venues at which to post flyers. Ms. Devereux will contact Ms. 
(Potts) Barnard; Mr. Olsen will request permission to use her artwork. Ms. Devereux 
offered to create a Facebook event page to describe and promote the contest. 

d. Members identified several potential judges; Mr. Olsen and Ms. Devereux will extend 
invitations to three. All agreed that judges would benefit from having guidelines or a 
checklist. 

3. Huguenot Street report: Ms. Wynn updated HPC on 105 Huguenot Street (status of sale; 
recent activity at the site) and suggested inviting someone from HHS to discuss program 
plans for spring. Mr. Olsen will invite Mary Etta Schneider to the February meeting. 

4. Pending sale of 130 Huguenot Street: Mr. Olsen sent the 2014 trifold brochure to the 
realtor, who will share it with the buyer. 

5. 196 Main Street: Discussed issues and options for this property with Ms. White, who has 
also spoken with Mr. Rogers. Discussion to continue in February. 



6. Lighted signs: Ms. White noted enforcement difficulties in recent years. She will follow 
up on Ms. Devereux’s inquiry about the sign at Chase Bank and asked HPC members to 
communicate any similar concerns. She reminded HPC members that a recommendation 
to exclude neon signs could be submitted to the VB. Discussion to continue in February. 

7. Budget report: Mr. Olsen updated members on the current budget and stated that he will 
propose a flat budget or very slight increase for the new fiscal year. All concurred. 

8. 2014 Partners in Preservation: Members reviewed the draft certificates and 
recommended minor revisions. Final certificate language will be added to the press 
release, which was otherwise accepted as written. Ms. McAllister will enter all revisions. 
Certificates will be presented at the February 11 VB meeting; Mr. Olsen invited all 
members to attend. 

9. Annual mailing and CLG annual report: Annual mailing documents reviewed and finalized; 
they are expected to go out later this week. HPC members advised regarding the CLG annual 
report, which is nearly complete and will be submitted by January 30. 

10. Continue discussion of 2015 goals, landmarking possibilities (Mr. Olsen): 
a. Encourage and facilitate HPC-Planning Board cooperation, especially if design standards 

continue to move forward 
b. Successful completion of art contest 
c. Attention to historic preservation as village master plan moves forward 
d. Identify possible candidates for landmark designation 

11. Design standards: Ms. White reported that the PB is now reviewing and evaluating other 
local design standards to identify “what works and what doesn’t.” Next step is to look at the 
Village’s existing lighting standards, landscape standards, North Chestnut Street Gateway 
District design standards, etc. Discussion of changes in fenestration at one local business 
prompted a question about the need for design standards for the River Road Gateway 
District. Ms. White has asked PB members to send her a photo of their “favorite building” – 
i.e., an example of what they might want to see throughout New Paltz. She asked the same of 
HPC members. 

12. Ms. White reported that the Village was awarded a grant to replace and connect sidewalks in 
selected locations. 

Adjournment: 9:20 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Nagy; all approved) 
 
 
Meeting reopened at 9:27 p.m. A motion was made (Devereux, second Wynn) to enter executive 
session for the purpose of discussing a personnel matter relevant to the Building Department and the 
HPC. Entered executive session at 9:28 p.m., left executive session at 9:29 p.m. 

Meeting readjourned: 9:30 p.m. (motion Devereux, second Wynn; all approved) 
 
 
Next deadline for submission: Wednesday, January 28, 2015, 1 p.m. 
Next regular meeting: Monday, February 23, 2015, 7 p.m. (4th Monday) 

Copy to:  Village Board Liaison 
                Village Clerk 
                Planning/Building Dept. 
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