
 

 

Regular Meeting  
MINUTES 

New Paltz Board of Trustees 
February 22, 2012 

Village Hall 
7:30 PM 

 
Present:   Mayor Jason West 
   Deputy Mayor Sally Rhoads 
   Trustee Ariana Basco 
   Trustee Stewart Glenn 
   Trustee Brian Kimbiz 
 
Call to Order 
Mayor West called the February 22, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Village Board of Trustees to order at 
7:34pm. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
Trustee Kimbiz requested that following item be added to the agenda:  

• Discussion of Computer Policy 
    
Deputy Mayor Rhoads requested that the following items be added to the agenda: 

• Executive Session  
• Discussion of Inviting the Assessor to the March Workshop Meeting 
 

The Board agreed to add the requested items.  
 
Public Comment 
 
Pete Healey spoke about New York State Congressional Redistricting.  He stated the resolution passed by 
the Village Board inaccurately claims that redistricting will result in confusion and difficulty.  He asked 
that the Board rethink their decision. 
 
Announcements 
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads announced that the Shade Tree Commission is holding a workshop on proper 
pruning techniques on March 10th with a certified arborist.  She thanked the Shade Tree Commission for 
setting up this event. 
 
Trustee Glenn announced that the Historic Preservation Commission has sent out its annual mailing to all 
residences located in the historic district and those designated as historic landmarks.  The letter contains 
meeting dates, deadlines, and information on how to obtain a certificate of appropriateness.  
 
Trustee Glenn also announced that the inaugural Open Mic Night was last Friday.  Seven (7) speakers 
attended and there are some wrinkles to work out as far as formatting goes, but it is his hope that this will 
be a forum for citizens to talk about important issues.  He invited people to suggest improvements or send 
in comments. 
 
New Business 
 

1. Community Improvement Team Presentation  
Quarterly Report of 6/20/11 and 12/14/11, Trustee Glenn 

 



 

 

Sue Stegan on behalf of the Community Improvement Team, presented on the group’s history and 
goals.  She spoke about projects such as the work in the Friendship Garden and the new Rain Gardens 
at the New Paltz Community Center.  
The team are worried about their ability to continue these projects, as the Supervisor Zimet has shown 
concerns about funding projects that are only done in the Village.  Ms. Stegan asked the Board to look 
at their budget and hopefully there can be greater collaboration and sharing of resources between the 
Town and the Village with regard to providing assistance to the Community Improvement Team. 

 
Trustee Rhoads asked for the CIT to please present a budget that reflects what needs to be done and 
how much it will cost.  

 
Mayor West explained that the CIT funding “from the town” comes out of the A-fund, so by virtue of 
this, their budget is paid for by both Village and Town residents.  The $500 received directly from the 
Village is additional funding provided by Village taxpayers.  

 
Trustee Basco suggested collaboration between the Community Improvement Team, Environmental 
Conservation Committee, and Shade Tree Commission.   

 
Trustee Glenn stated that he believes that the future of local government is going to rest with 
volunteers.  He noted that the Community Improvement Team has Adopt a Highway responsibility on 
Main Street from the Walkill River to Putt Corners Rd man of the highways in New Paltz, and he 
hopes more people will step forward to keep New Paltz a beautiful place.  

 
 
2. Discussion with Joseph A. Snyder, Chief of Police, New Paltz Police Department 
 
Chief Snyder was pleased that the Town, Village, Police and School District were able to work 
together to get a crossing guard at the Middle School.  He noted that work must be done to get the 
Department Of Transportation to put in the curb cut at the corner of Main Street and Manheim. He also 
stated that the crossing guards need equipment and he is hoping that funds will be made available to 
provide them with what they need.   

 
Chief Snyder asked the Board to look at the curfew as set in the Village of New Paltz Code.  It is his 
understanding that all year long anyone under 15 is not allowed on the streets passed 11pm.  He asked 
that Village Attorney look into this and let them know if this is something that should be enforced.  He 
recommended that if this in fact is the rule, that it remain this way.   

 
Mayor West asked about the attempted rape on Plattekill Avenue and for suggestions on what the 
Village could do to improve safety.  

 
Chief Snyder stated that lighting one path for students to take would be helpful.   

 
Trustee Basco asked if increased foot patrol was an option. 

 
Chief Snyder explained that there have been budget cuts but they are doing their best to cover all areas.  
When the attempted assault took place, there was an officer on patrol at one corner and another coming 
down the street, which the victim was able to run to.  He also suggested that the Board consider putting 
cameras on Main Street and the major thorough fairs. He stated further that cameras can be an 
excellent tool, and the department currently relies on the cameras set up by businesses when an 
incident occurs. 

 
Trustee Rhoads raised the issue of drugs in the Village.  

 
Chief Snyder stated that drugs have always been an issue.  The police make a lot of arrests, use plain-
clothes officers, and they do sweeps to address both underage drinking and drugs.  They will always 
respond to tips from individuals and businesses and these will be kept confidential.  



 

 

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads asked why the fines are so minimal when dealing with individuals in possession 
of fake identification.   

 
Chief Snyder stated that this is something that only the Judges have jurisdiction over.   

 
Mayor West suggested community service for offenders.  

 
Chief Snyder stated that the issue with court ordered community service as a penalty is finding some to 
oversee a community service program.  

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads suggested inviting the Town Justices to attend a Village Board Meeting in 
March.  

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads asked about the possibility of assessing bars differently to offset the cost of 
police enforcement as their business increases the need for enforcement. 

 
Ira Margolis suggested that the Board look at article 19 of the NYS Tax law.  He also suggested that 
the Board talk to SUNY New Paltz about bringing back the “Refuse to Be a Victim Program,” which is 
a specialized course to advise the elderly and women on safe practices.  

 
Trustee Kimbiz asked the Chief how it is decided what issues are addressed at any given time.  

 
Chief Snyder stated that they prioritize based on calls and urgency of situations.  If there is not a case 
pending or something that requires immediate action, then traffic is addressed based on where there are 
complaints about speeding and missed stop signs.  The State police will often help out with traffic 
when needed.  

 
Trustee Kimbiz also asked how police are assigned at night.   

 
Chief Snyder stated that police are assigned based on volume, the largest of which is in the Village. 

 
Trustee Basco asked about the roll of the State police at night.   

 
Chief Snyder stated that they help out when it is needed and the manpower is available.  He also noted 
that New Paltz is a central location so a lot of time, State and County police are passing thru and he 
appreciates any increased police visibility.  

 
Trustee Kimbiz asked about the roles of the different police entities.   

 
Chief Snyder explained that the State police have jurisdiction over the New York State Thruway and 
other state highways.  They deal with cross county issues such as drug trafficking.  The County police 
work mostly in places that do not have their own police departments.  New Paltz Police Department is 
focused on community policing, but all the agencies work together and New Paltz counts on the 
County and State departments for support.  

 
Trustee Basco asked about the relationship between the SUNY Police Department and New Paltz 
Police Department.  

 
Chief Snyder noted that the SUNY Police Department is as large as the New Paltz Police Department.  
He does have a good working relationship with the new SUNY Chief, as they where partners in the 
New Paltz Police Detective Unit and he understands Town issues just as well as SUNY New Paltz 
issues.  

 
Trustee Glenn asked how Gardiner could get away without having a Police Department. 

 



 

 

Chief Snyder stated that New Paltz has a more active nightlife and is easily walk able, so it attracts 
many more people and thusly more incidents requiring Police action.  

  
Mayor West asked if it would be cost effective for the Village to have its own small foot patrol based 
force and the Town to have a different type of force to address their specific needs.  

 
The Chief stated that by law First-Class Towns must have a police force.  He is in favor of 
consolidation at the County level, but there must be a research and planning for this and serious 
consideration about how this will save taxpayer money and enhance service.  

 
Trustee Basco asked about being informed about New Paltz Police Department Activity.  

 
Chief Snyder stated that there are press releases that the Board should be receiving.  He also said that 
the trustees should feel free to e-mail him with any questions or concerns.  

 
Trustee Kimbiz suggested working with the Police Commission to create an information officer 
position.  

 
Chief Snyder stated that they are working to post all possible information, but because the integrity of 
many cases could be compromised if too much information is divulged what is posted is limited. 

 
Mayor West stated that he believes Chief Snyder is the best Chief the Village has seen in recent 
history, and thanked him for his service.  He also asked him how, in his 24 years of service, has the 
crime rate changed and how nature of crime has changed.   

 
The Chief stated that he has seen the seriousness of assaults that occur rise.  More weapons are being 
used.  Though the number of fights has dropped, there are more weapons used.  There is more of a 
gang presence that comes and goes in waves. He stated further that there are members of our 
community that have been involved in gangs and that the police are active in removing gang graffiti 
quickly and sweeping popular gang spots.   

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads noted that accusations of police brutality have decreased and she believes that it 
is a result of Chief Snyder’s heightened level of expectation and the example he has set.  

  
3. Acceptance of New Fire Department Members 

Letter, Steve Greenfield, Acting Secretary, February 14, 2012 
 

Mayor West made a motion to accept the following members of the New Paltz Fire Department: 
• George Gatullo 
• Marcos Padilla 
• Wilfred Gorrup 
• Nicholas Pontillo 
• Patrick O’Donnell 

 
Trustee Basco seconded this motion.  5 ayes.  Motion approved. 

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads requested that Clerk Erickson notify the Fire Department of the Board’s action.  

  
Administrative Business 
 

4. Suggestion/Complaint Submission Review 
None 

 
5. Park Use Request, Heart Flower Qigong, Hasbrouck Park, April 28, 2012/raindate May 5, 

2012 
Park Use Request Form, Gary Mercurio 



 

 

 
Mayor West made a motion to approve the Park Use Request on the condition that the applicant 
provide insurance prior to advertising the event.  Trustee Kimbiz seconded this motion for 
discussion. Motion failed.  

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, seconded by Mayor West to table the request until 
insurance is provided. 5 ayes. Motion approved.  

 
A motion was made by Trustee Glenn to commit to the Finance Committee to investigate if it 
possible for groups to get a rider to be on the Village’s insurance.  This motion was seconded by 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads. 5 ayes.  Motion approved.  

 
6. Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting of February 15, 2012. 

Draft Minutes of the Regular Village Board Meeting of February 15, 2012. 
 

Mayor West made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 15, 2012, Regular Meeting 
of the Board of Trustees.  Trustee Basco seconded this motion.  3 ayes, 2 nays (Trustee Kimbiz 
and Trustee Rhoads) Motion approved 

 
7. Bills & Claims 

Email, Roseann James, Bills and Claims, February 17, 2012 
 

Mayor West made a motion to approve bills and claims as submitted.  Trustee Rhoads asked to 
make an amendment to approve Bills and Claims with the exception of Purchase Order #24569.    
Mayor West seconded the amended motion. 5 ayes. Motion approved.  
 

Abstract #18 (FY 2011-2012) 
02/22/12 BRD 

 
Ck# 33464 to 33515 
A     $     59,243.78 
 
F                  $     22,699.27 
 
G     $     36,779.79 
 
Ck # 1004    $       1,460.00 
CDBG 
 
Ck# 2139  $            466.38 
CP 
 
Total                $     120,649.22 
  

 
 

8.  Discussion of Computer Policy  
Village Computer Policy provided by Trustee Kimbiz 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, seconded by Trustee Basco to approve the 
proposed computer policy as the interim computer policy. 4 Ayes, 1 Nay (Mayor West).  Motion 
approved.  
 
 
 

9. Discussion of Inviting the Assessor to the March Workshop Meeting 



 

 

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads asked that Clerk Erickson please contact the Town Assessor and Court 
Justices about attending the Village Board Trustees March “Workshop” Meeting.  
 
 

 
Executive Session 
 
A motion was made by Mayor West, seconded by Trustee Basco to enter executive session to discuss 3 
particular personnel issues and contract negotiations. 5 ayes.  Motion approved. 
 
The Board of Trustees entered into executive session at 9:58pm. 
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion to exit executive session. Mayor West seconded this motion.  5 ayes. 
Motion approved.  
 
The Board of Trustees exited executive session at 11:11pm 
 
 
Motions 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, seconded by ? that a letter be written by the Mayor on 
behalf of the Village Board to the Village Attorney stating the Board’s expectations.  5 ayes.  Motion 
approved.  
 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, seconded by Trustee Basco to appoint Kelly Stangle to the 
position of acting deputy clerk.  5 ayes.  Motion approved. 
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, seconded by Trustee Basco to adjourn the February 22, 
2012 Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees at 11:15pm.  5 ayes.  Motion approved.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
Amanda Erickson, Village Clerk  


