
Regular Meeting Minutes 

New Paltz Board of Trustees 

April 11, 2012 

Village Hall 

7:30 PM 

 

Present:  Mayor West 

   Deputy Mayor Rhoads 

Trustee Basco 

   Trustee Glenn 

   Trustee Kimbiz 

 

Absent:   None 

 

Also Present:  Amanda Erickson; Village Clerk 

 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor West called the April 11, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Village Board of Trustees 

to order and opened the public hearing regarding the Tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 

2012-2013 at 7:37 pm 

 

Public Hearing Regarding the Tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 2012-2013 

Notice of Public Hearing 

Tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 2012-2013 

 

Ira Margolis was disturbed that the Trustees and the Mayor have proposed increases in 

their salaries.  He felt that increasing their own salaries would impede Union Contract 

negotiations, unsure how the Board could justify asking others to do with less while 

increasing their own budgets. 

 

Jeff Noel stated that he was not in favor of the salary increase for the entire Board, but 

was particularly shocked by the Mayor’s proposed salary increase.  He felt that if the 

position was going to be made a full-time position, then it should be done publicly and 

instituted when the next Mayor is elected.  Mr. Noel questioned what had been cut to 

allow for the increased.  

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads stated that historically, the Mayor’s position has been a full-time 

position. The Mayor has been receiving the benefits of a full-time employee for many 

years, so by definition the Mayor’s position is full-time. Deputy Mayor Rhoads added 

that there is a lot of work that must be done.  Many things must be overseen and 

accomplished.    

 

Trustee Kimbiz disagreed with Deputy Mayor Rhoads’ logic, stating that the Mayor’s 

position has been a part time position. 



 

Mayor West spoke to the budget reduction.  He stated that, for a long time, the Village 

Board had been over-budgeting rather than assessing the actual costs of running the 

Village.  He is hopeful that this budget realistically reflects the costs of running the 

Village now and for the next few years.  

 

Dave Caccamo stated that he agreed with Mr. Margolis and Mr. Noel with regard to the 

proposed salary raises.  Mr. Caccamo also asked the about Schedule 1-H; Sanitary Sewer 

Woodland Pond Project.  

 

Mayor West stated that the funds allocated for the Sanitary Sewer Project at Woodland 

Pond is the Village’s portion of a capital improvement bond that the Village entered into 

in 2008.     

 

   

Jonathan Wright stated that he felt that the office of the Mayor is a full-time position and 

he believes that the Mayor’s salary should be raised.  The Village needs to attract the best 

and brightest and compensation needs to be competitive.  The salary has been kept 

artificially low by Mayors that had the means to do so.  Mr. Wright wants a professional 

government and believes that the Mayor should be working at least 40 hours a week and 

should be compensated appropriately.  

 

Jeff Logan asked if the Board is planning on raising the rates for water and sewer because 

there is a jump in revenues for those departments. He was concerned that the Village is 

anticipating an unlikely increase in revenue.  Mr. Logan asked that if the rates are 

increased then the Village Board should please give the Town prior warning so that they 

can prepare and disseminate the information to water and sewer users residing outside of 

the Village.  

 

Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Trustee Glenn, to close the public hearing. 5 

ayes. Motion approved. 

 

The Public Hearing regarding the Tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 2012-2013 closed at 

8:08pm. 

 

 Approval of the Agenda 

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads asked to add the following items to the agenda: 

 Approval of the Fire Departments Election Results 

 Discussion of Response to Prospect Street Citizens 

 

Trustee Basco asked to add the following item to the agenda: 

 Request to Co-Sponsor the Arbor Day Celebration  

 

Trustee Glenn asked to add the following item to the agenda: 

 Resolution regarding Parkinson’s Awareness Month Proclamation.  



 

Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Trustee Basco, to accept the proposed 

amendments and adopt the agenda as amend.  5 ayes. Motion approved. 

 

 

 Public Comment 

 

Jonathan Wright voiced his concern regarding the proposed paving within Moriello Park.   

He does not want a paved road and believes that access road should be retracted.   He 

would like the Town and Village Board to take a more holistic long term approach to the 

development of Moriello Park.  Additionally, he would like the pool and park to be open 

year round. Mr. Wright believed that this issue underscores the need to reduce the 

multiple layers of government.  He asked the Board to please stop paving parks.   

 

 Announcements 

None 

 

Discussion regarding the 2012-2013 Tentative Budget 

 

Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, to reduce the funds 

budgeted for the Clerk’s Salary in General Fund Line A1410.1 from $41,000 to $35,000 

as recommended by the Personnel Committee.  

 

Trustee Kimbiz asked for more information about how the Personnel Committee came to 

the conclusion that the funds budgeted for the Clerk’s salary should be reduced. 

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads called the motion to question.   

 

Mayor West withdrew his motion. 

 

Mayor West made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss the terms of 

employment regarding the Clerk’s position.  No second.  Motion failed.  

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads stated that the Personnel Committee is in the process of hiring a 

new clerk and she believes that the clerk should start with a reasonable salary with room 

for growth based on longevity and performance.   

 

Trustee Kimbiz stated that the starting salary for the Clerk has traditionally been $41,000.   

 

Trustee Basco added that new computer programing will be purchased for the Clerk’s 

office and this should reduce the amount of time necessary for the Clerk to complete their 

work and make their job function easier.  

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Basco, to accept the 

recommendation of the Personnel Committee and to reduce the funds budgeted for the 



Clerk’s Salary in General Fund Line A1410.1 from $41,000 to $35,000.  4 ayes, 1 nay 

(Trustee Kimbiz).  Motion approved.  

 

Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, to reduce funds 

budgeted for the Village Attorney in the Legal Line 1420. 4 by $2,000.  5 ayes.  Motion 

approved 

 

Trustee Basco voiced concern about the reduction of money budgeted for the Planning 

Board Attorney.  In the previous year, $10,000 had been budgeted, but for the 2012-2013 

Budget only $2,000 has been allocated.  She felt that perhaps this was too severe a 

reduction. 

 

Mayor West stated that he and Deputy Mayor Rhoads have been meeting with the 

Planning Board Chair and analyzing the actual expenditures from the past two years.  He 

and the Deputy Mayor have found that $2,000 is a good estimate of the funds needed for 

the Planning Board Attorney to field questions from the Planning Board. It is his intent is 

to renegotiate the Planning Board Attorney’s retainer contract.   

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Basco, to approve the 

following salaries for the Village Board of Trustees: 

  Mayor: $35,000 

  Deputy Mayor: $8,200 

  Trustees (3): $7,200 

 

Trustee Glenn made an amendment, seconded by Trustee Kimbiz, to Deputy Mayor 

Rhoads’ motion so that the Mayor’s salary would be raised to $27,000 and the Trustee’s 

salaries would remain at $6,200.   

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads did not accept Trustee Glenn’s amendment.  

 

Trustee Glenn stated that he believes that the quality of the work done by the Board is not 

in question.  The Board was aware of the positions salaries and the work required when 

they ran for office.  He also feels uncomfortable voting in favor of raising the Board’s 

salaries and then asking the Union to cut back.  Trustee Glenn agreed that the there is a 

need for a full-time Mayor, but it may not be something that the Village can afford at this 

point in time.  He proposed that the salary increase be done incrementally, which is why 

he proposed a $4,000 increase in the Mayor’s salary for this year’s budget.   Additionally, 

Trustee Glenn has heard a lot of opposition to the proposed raises from the community.  

 

Trustee Kimbiz agreed with Trustee Glenn.  He stated that he would rather see 

professional running the departments.  He felt that rather than having a full-time Mayor, a 

human resources professional would be an asset.  He also did not feel comfortable asking 

other to cut back while increasing his own wages.  Additionally, the believed that a more 

appropriate time to raise the salary of the Mayor would be during an election year so that 

the public is aware of the position they are voting to fill.   

 



Deputy Mayor Rhoads stated that $22,500 is not an appropriate salary for a full-time 

position.  She asked the Board to decide whether or not the Mayor’s job is a full-time 

position.  

 

Trustee Glenn added that although he has proposed at $4,500 increase, the salary was 

artificially decreased by the previous Mayor, so his proposal would bring the salary back 

to what it was along with a small incremental increase.  

 

Mayor West stated that the Mayor’s job is full-time, and in order for it to be done 

correctly the Mayor must be at Village Hall full-time.  Allowing the Mayor to be at 

Village Hall during office hours would greatly benefit the community and the operations 

of the Village.  There needs to be full-time management.  

 

Trustee Basco agreed that the Mayor’s job is a full-time position and added that she 

believes in fair wages.  She stated that she did not feel so strongly about the salary 

increases for the trustees, because they have the option to put in as much or as little effort 

as they wish. However, the Mayor’s position is not as flexible.  Trustee Basco hoped that 

the Board could reach some kind of agreement so that the Board could be unified in their 

vote on the budget.  

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads called Trustee Glenn’s amendment to her motion to question.  

Mayor West seconded this action.  2 ayes, 3 nays (Trustee Basco, Trustee Glenn, and 

Trustee Kimbiz) Action failed.  Discussion on Trustee Glenn’s amendment continued.  

 

Trustee Kimbiz asked if the Mayor will be held to a 37 hour per week work schedule 

during which he will be accessible to the public.  

 

Trustee Basco stated that she has seen a lack of oversight and accessibility.  If there is an 

opportunity to correct that, then she would like to do so.   

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads stated that she expects that the Mayor will spend 37 hours per 

week in his office, during which he will create an evaluation system, train department 

heads in management and oversight of compensation, and he will oversee capital 

improvement projects.  She would hope that the Mayor will keep a log of his work.  

 

Trustee Kimbiz reiterated that he believes it would be beneficial to have a trained 

professional with a human resources or management background in this position.  

 

Trustee Basco stated that at this point in time, it is not feasible to hire a professional.  It is 

something that she agrees is needed, but that it is something to consider and plan for in 

the future.  

 

Trustee Kimbiz stated his concern regarding oversight of the Mayor’s position.  

 

Trustee Glenn reiterated his point that the current Board ran for these position knowing 

the time requirements and the salary.  



 

Voice vote on Trustee Glenn’s amendment: 2 ayes, 3 nays (Trustee Basco, Deputy Mayor 

Rhoads, and Mayor West)   Motion failed.  

 

Voice vote on Deputy Mayor Rhoads’ motion:  3 ayes, 2 nays (Trustee Glenn and Trustee 

Kimbiz)  Motion approved.  

 

Trustee Basco made a motion, seconded by Trustee Kimbiz, to fund the recycling bins 

that are around the Village that Greenway had worked on, as they need to be revamped. 

$5,000 should be allocated in Line A8160 for this purpose.  4 ayes, 1 nay (Deputy Mayor 

Rhoads) Motion approved.  

 

Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Trustee Kimbiz, to adopt the following 

resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

COMMENCING ON JUNE 1, 2012 AND ENDING MAY 31 2013. 

                                                                                         

WHEREAS, this Board has met at the time and place specified in the notice of public 

hearing on the preliminary budget and heard all persons desiring to be heard thereon, now 

therefore, be it  

 

RESOLVED, to adopt the tentative budget, as amended as the final 2012-13 Village of 

New Paltz budget, with a tax rate of approximately 4.846%    

 

Voice Vote:  4 ayes, 1 nay (Trustee Glenn) Motion approved.  

 

 

1. Discussion with Chairman of the Ulster County Legislature, Terry Bernardo 

 

Chairman Bernardo was unable to attend.  

 

Old Business 

2.  Discussion of Moriello Park 

 

Trustee Basco reported that Town has agreed to pay some of the outstanding funds owed 

to the Village, but not all of them due to issues with the Village’s procurement policy.  

 

Trustee Glenn explained that several steps must be taken with regard to Moriello Park.  

First, the grant for capital improvements to the park must be closed out.  The Treasurer 

has proven that all expenditures were required by the terms of the grant and that the 

Town should pay all funds owed to the Village.  Once all the debts are settled, both 

Boards can move forward with the Town’s proposed improvements to Moriello Park. It is 

estimated that the Village’s share of the cost for the proposed improvements would not 

exceed $20,000.   

 



Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Glenn, to work with the 

Town of New Paltz and proceed with the proposed work on improvements to Moriello 

Pool, and to commit funds not to exceed $20,000 toward the project, pending the receipt 

of all monies owed to the Village from the previous round of improvements.  3 ayes, 2 

nays (Trustee Kimbiz and Mayor West) Motion approved.  

 

 

New Business 

3. Approval of 2011 Firefighter Records Listing 

Service Award Program 2011 Data Request Package 

 

Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Trustee Kimbiz, to approve the 2011 

Firefighter Records Listing as submitted.  5 ayes.  Motion approved. 

 

4. Discussion of Amending the Village of New Paltz Code to allow for the 

Keeping of Fowl 

Proposition for Alteration of Village Ordinance, submitted by Trustee Basco 

Legislation regarding Fowl from the City of Beacon and the City of Kingston 

 

Trustee Basco stated that she would like to start the conversation about allowing for the 

keeping of chickens in the Village.  She heard the New York City recently passed a 

similar law to allow for the keeping of fowls. Trustee Basco noted that the City of 

Kingston and other cities in the area allow for the keeping of fowl. 

 

Trustee Rhoads stated that she would like to table this to a workshop meeting where the 

public can give their input.  She also suggested broadening the law to include guinea 

hens, carrier pigeons, and other fowls. 

 

Trustee Glenn stated that he would like to see opinions from reliable scientific sources 

showing the benefits and pitfalls of this type of legislation.  He questioned whether or not 

this is a sound idea from a health perspective.  

 

The board agreed to table the discussion to the next workshop meeting. 

 

Administrative Business 

 

5. Suggestion/Complaint Submission Review 

 

6. Park Use Request; Celebration of the Arts Festival, October 6, 2012 

Park Use Request Form submitted by Peggy Paparone 

 

Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, to approve the Park 

Use Request for the Celebration of the Arts Festival to be held on October 6, 2012.  

 

 

 



7. Approval of Minutes 

Draft Minutes of the March 28, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Village Board of 

Trustees 

 

Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, to adopt the Draft 

Minutes of the March 28, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Village Board of Trustees with 

corrections to spelling and grammatical errors.  5 ayes.  Motion approved 

 

8. Bills & Claims 

Memorandum from Treasurer Branco, Bills and Claims, April 5, 2012 

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Mayor West, to approve Bills and 

Claims as submitted.  5 ayes.  Motion approved.   

 
Abstract #21 (FY 2011-2012) 

04/11/12 BRD 

 

Ck# 33631 to 33671 

A     $        21,213.56 

 

F                  $        39,195.05 

 

G     $        56,287.58 

 

Ck# 1005 

CDBG          $          1,425.00 

 

 

Ck# 16729                  $       13,970.00        

TA       

 

 

Total                   $     132,091.19 

  

 

 

9. Approval of the Fire Department Election Results 

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Kimbiz, to accept the results 

of the 2012 Fire Department Election with congratulations and a statement from the 

Board that they look forward to continuing positive and amicable working relationships.   

5 ayes.  Motion passed. 

    

2012 Fire Department Election Results: 

Chief- Kevin Maguire 

First Assistant Chief:  Anthony Yenzer 

Second Assistant Chief:  Patrick Koch 

 

 

 



10. Resolution regarding Parkinson’s Awareness Month Proclamation.  

 

Mayor West made a motion to adopt the resolution declaring April as Worldwide 

Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month.  Deputy Mayor Rhoads seconded this motion.  5 

ayes.  Motion approved.  

 

11.  Request to Co-Sponsor the Arbor Day Celebration 

 

Trustee Basco explained that in order to meet requirements for the Village to maintain 

Tree City status and for the Campus to become a Tree Campus, there must be an Arbor 

Day celebration.  To celebrate Arbor Day, the New Paltz Shade Tree Commission will be 

doing tree plantings in public spaces, aiming to get funds and from various sponsors and 

hold an event in the park with live music.  

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Mayor West, to co-sponsor the 

Arbor Day Celebration. 

 

12. Discussion of Response to Prospect Street Residents 

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion seconded by Mayor West, that the Clerk ascertain 

whether or not there has been communication between the Village Attorney and the 

Residents of Prospect Street regarding their complaints about 127 Main Street.  If there 

has not been communication, the Clerk is directed to send a letter on behalf of the Village 

Board stating that the Board continues to work on the problem.  5 ayes.  Motion passed.  

 

Executive Session 

 

None 

 

Adjournment 

 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Mayor West, to adjourn.  5 ayes.  

Motion passed. 

 

The April 11, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Village Board of Trustees adjourned at 10:41 

pm.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by, 

 

Amanda Erickson, Village Clerk  

 


