
Regular Meeting Minutes 
New Paltz Board of Trustees 

April 18, 2012 
Village Hall 

7:30 PM 
 
Present:  Mayor West 
   Deputy Mayor Rhoads 

Trustee Basco 
   Trustee Glenn 
   Trustee Kimbiz 
 
Absent:   None 
 
Also Present:  Amanda Erickson; Village Clerk 
 
 
Call to Order 
Mayor West called the meeting to order at 7:44 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
 
The Board agreed to add the following item: 

• Approval of Payment to CDE Electric Co. for Replacement of Emergency 
Generator at the Wastewater Treatment Facility (Contract No. VNP-112) 

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads asked to add the following item: 

• Discussion of Tree Planting in Peace Park for Arbor Day 
 
Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, to adopt the agenda as 
amended.  5 ayes.  Motion approved.  
 
Public Comment 
 
Christine Marmo read the following letter on behalf the residents of the Prospect Street 
area:   
 I come tonight representing 12 neighbors who have written to you several times.  
According to a recent article in the New Paltz Times, a new tenant is planning to open a 
business at 127 Main Street.  Materials are being delivered daily. 
 
Over a month ago, we requested that you deem the SUP for 127 Main Street Officially 
expired and provided you with extensive documentation.  You said that you would get 
back to us within 2 weeks; it’s been well over 2 weeks.  We want to know if you are 
approving or denying our request a put forth by the Village Code.  
 



We think it reasonable and respectful to give us an answer.  If the answer is no, then tell 
me now. 
 
I anticipate the Village Board will say that they are still working on this, to which I 
answer… 
 
If the SUP is still unresolved, does that not put the tenant in a lurch as he/she will likely 
have to apply for a new SUP after having invested time and money into a business model 
that may have to be changed?  Has the new tenant even been alerted that the SUP is in 
question?  Is the SUP in question? 
 
Mayor West stated that he has spoken to the Village Attorney and that he should be in 
receipt of an answer by Friday (April 20, 2012).  He also stated that “Discussion of 127 
Main Street-SUP” will be an item on the agenda for the April 25, 2012 Regular Meeting 
of the Village Board of Trustees.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads stated that she recently became aware of the fact that a Special 
Use Permit is issued to a property and not a tenant.  She also noted that a motion was 
made at the last meeting directing the Clerk to send a letter to the residents of Prospect 
Street regarding this matter.  
 
Ira Margolis stated that at the last Joint Meeting of the Town Council and Village Board 
he and another community member raised the issue of Town and Village American 
Disabilities Act violations.  Specifically, the Village’s Handi-Lift is not meeting 
requirements set forth by the ADA.  He noted that at the previous meeting, Mayor West 
stated that he would speak to the Superintendent of Public Works about the issue.  Mr. 
Margolis stated that the Handi-Lift should be accessible throughout any public meeting.  
 
The Board agreed that keys to the Handi-Lift should be given out with the regular room 
use keys, with directions that the Handi-Lift door should be unlocked at the start of every 
meeting and locked at the end.   
 
Jonathan Wright stated that he supported making Village Hall and Town Hall more 
accessible.  He stated his dissatisfaction with the tardiness of certain members of the 
Board.  
 
Chris Hansen stated that he had been involved with Occupy Poughkeepsie and had seen 
Mayor West speak at their encampment.  He thought that Mayor West sent a really 
positive message and feels that the backlash from the Occupy New Paltz situation was 
unfair.  He felt that the Village had been more than reasonable with regard to Occupy 
New Paltz.  
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 
Trustee Glenn announced that NYCOM will be offering training soon and if the Trustees 
are interested in going they should submit their request to the Clerk for the next meeting.  
 
Trustee Glenn also announced that the New Paltz “Clean Sweep” will take place 
Saturday April 28, 2012.  Anyone who would like to participate should come to St. 
Joseph’s Church at 8:30 a.m. on that day.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads announced that there will be a tree planting in Peace Park as part 
of the Arbor Day Celebration. 
 
Trustee Basco announced the following Earth Week events: 

• Sunday April 22nd, 10th Annual Earth Day Celebration @ New Paltz Huguenot Street 
Reformed Church, from 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

• Monday April 23rd,  NYPIRG, CATSKILL MOUNTAINKEEPER, FRACK FREE 
CATSKILLS, CLEARWATER, WORKING FILMS/REEL POWER 
PRESENTExtreme Energy and THE FIGHT FOR OUR FUTURE @ SUNY New Paltz, 
Lecture Hall 100, starting at 6:00 p.m. 

• Monday April 23rd. EARTH DAY CARNIVAL @ SUNY New Paltz SUB Concourse 
from 5 p.m.-7 p.m. 

• Tuesday April 24th, NYPIRG Environmental Action Day @ SUNY New Paltz SUB MPR 
from 1 p.m.-9 p.m. 

• Wednesday April 25th, Environmental Task Force/NYPIRG Hydrofracking Bus Tour to 
Dimock, PA, Bus leaves from SUNY HAB Circle at 8:30 a.m.  

• Thursday April 26th, Panel Discussion on Sodexo @ SUNY SUB 407 from 7 p.m.- 10 
p.m. 

• Arbor Day Celebration @ Hasbrouck Park from 12 p.m.- 4 p.m. 
• Saturday April 28th, 16th Annual New Paltz Clean Sweep, Starting @ St. Joseph’s Church 

at 8:30 a.m. 

New Business 
1. Discussion of NY Small Cities Grant Competition 

Letter from Marc Blauer, President of Blauer Associates, RE: NY Small Cities 
2012 Grant Competition, March 27, 2012 
Agreement for Preparation of Small Cities Block Grant Application  

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Basco, to hire Marc Blauer 
to prepare and submit an application to the New York Office of Community Renewal for 
the 2012 Competition for $40 million in Small Cities Grants on behalf of the Village, 
with the fee for services not to exceed $3,500. Deputy Mayor Rhoads asked that it be 
noted that the Prospect Street Sewer issue be made a priority. 5 ayes.  Motion approved.   
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Basco, to authorize the 
Mayor to sign the Agreement for Preparation of Small Cities Block Grant Application 
between the Village of New Paltz and Mark Blauer, DBA Blauer Associates. 5 ayes.  
Motion approved 
 
 



 
 

2. Kayaking Tours Business Proposal 
Kayaking Tours –New Paltz- Business Proposal, April 4, 2012 

 
Mayor West stated that he spoke to the Village Attorney who saw no immediate issue 
with the proposal.  
 
Trustee Kimbiz stated that there is currently a law that prohibits business/vending in 
public places.  
 
Mr. Chapman explained that the Sojourner Truth Park is underutilized and is often in 
disrepair.  He would like to maintain the park, work with Historical Huguenot Street to 
give tours of the area, and contribute to the community in a positive way.  Mr. Chapman 
noted that he could run the business through another storefront and still launch boats from 
the Park, but would prefer to work with the Village.  
 
Trustee Basco stated that she is in favor of the proposal, but the law must be changed so 
that there is consistency and so that bad precedents are not set with regard to park use. 
 
Trustee Glenn stated that Mr. Chapman has the option to just launch the boats and 
conduct the business elsewhere and that the Board should be careful about changing 
policies to allow for this type of business.  
 
Trustee Kimbiz stated that the Board must make sure that use of public lands is equitable.   
He did not believe that the Board should be sectioning off and renting out parts of public 
property for the financial benefit of a single individual. 
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads stated that she did not believe that Mr. Chapman could not legally 
provide a service (Kayak Rental) on public lands as a right.  She would feel comfortable 
engaging in Public/Private partnership in which Mr. Chapman would pay rent for use of 
the Park.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Basco, that the Board directs 
to the Village Attorney the question of whether or not it is legal for the Village Of New 
Paltz to enter into a rental agreement with a private business for the purpose of allowing 
the use of public space for a private enterprise.  
 
Trustee Kimbiz proposed an amendment to Deputy Mayor Rhoads’ motion so that the 
Village Attorney is also asked whether or not it is legal for Mr. Chapman to conduct 
transactions from a storefront and then launch kayaks from the Park.   
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads and Trustee Basco accepted the proposed amendment. 5 ayes.  
Motion approved. 
 

  



 
 

3. Discussion of Upgrading the Village of New Paltz Website  
Memorandum from Clerk Erickson RE: Upgrading the Village Website 
Website Proposal and Service Agreement from Virtual Towns and Schools 
Website Proposal from Revise Web Design and Content Management 
Website Proposal for Upgrades from Tech Smiths 

 
Trustee Kimbiz stated that he has reviewed all of the proposals and spoke to Daryl from 
Revize Web Design and Content Management, and agrees with the Clerk’s 
recommendation. The Revize system is the easiest to use and is specially designed for 
municipal use.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads stated that she would like to be sure that all of the features the 
Village would like to have on the website, specifically the Emergency Operating System, 
are included in the price listed.  
 
Mayor West asked if the quotes were up to date. 
 
Clerk Erickson responded that she had been in contact with all of the vendors and the 
quotes listed are accurate.   
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads asked that Trustee Kimbiz make a list of all of the features that 
should be included.  
 
Trustee Kimbiz stated that deciding on specific features should be done at the first design 
meeting.   
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Basco, that the Board award 
the Website Development to Revize with the cost not to exceed $5,300, pending review 
of the final contract by the Village Attorney, pending confirmation of the right to develop 
the website as we so wish, and pending the addition of the following clause to the 
contract, “The Village shall have the right to terminate any serviced provided pursuant to 
or arising out of this agreement at any time with payment due for services rendered to the 
date of such termination,” as per the recommendation of the Village Attorney.  5 ayes.  
Motion approved 
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Kimbiz, to appoint the Clerk, 
the Mayor, and the Technology Liaison as the team who will ensure that all the pertinent 
and proper information is on the website and present to the rest of the Board updates 
about the development of the website. 5 ayes.  Motion approved.  
 
Unfinished Business 

 
4. Discussion of 2012-2013 Fire Protection Contract 

Draft 2012-2013 Fire Protection Contract 



 
Mayor West stated that starting 2013-2014 he would like to remove the provision 
regarding surplus of funds going to into the reserve fund.  The Treasurer has suggested 
budgeting a flat amount to be added to the reserve fund annually.  
 
Mayor West also stated that the 2012-13 contract should be written so that any surplus 
funds should be returned to the Town and Village.  The funds will be split to coincide 
with the percentage paid respectively by the Village and the Town for fire protection.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads stated that she would like the Treasurer to modify the 2012-2013 
contract so that the language reflects the proposed changes she has recommended to the 
reserve fund clauses. 
 
Trustee Kimbiz made a motion, seconded by Trustee Glenn, that the Board resolve to 
make a budgeted contribution to the reserve fund during fiscal year 2013-2014.  
 
Trustee Kimbiz withdrew his motion.  Trustee Glenn seconded the withdrawal. 
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads asked if it was possible to do a multi-year contract rather than an 
annual contract. She also brought up the possibility of changing the way fees are assed 
for fire protection from call volume to assessed value.   
 
Trustee Glenn stated that he was not opposed to a multi-year contract.  He did not believe 
that the Town would want to change the method for determining the fees from call 
volume to assessed value.  
 
The Board agreed that a 3 year contract would be preferable.  
 

 
5. Discussion of Amending the Village of New Paltz Code to allow for the 

Keeping of Fowl 
Proposition for Alteration of Village Ordinance, submitted by Trustee Basco 
Legislation regarding Fowl from the City of Beacon and the City of Kingston 
“Chicken Science Packet”:  Various Codes and Articles regarding the Keeping of 
Fowl 

 
Trustee Basco stated that she was able to find some articles about communities that allow 
for the keeping of chickens and general facts about how to keep chickens.  Most of the 
information deals with the amount of space needed, not allowing roosters, how to keep a 
coop, etc.   
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads stated that that a certain lot size should be required and that 
roosters should not be allowed.  
 
Trustee Basco suggested that the lot size should be adjusted per the number of chickens 
so that “X” number of chickens is allowed per square footage.  



 
Trustee Glenn asked if adding a coop and a run would be considered an improvement to 
the lot.  His main concerns with regard to the keeping of fowl are the potential increased 
risk of avian flu and the enforcement of fowl law.  He asked if the building inspector 
would have time to enforce new legislation.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads suggested that people be required obtain a license to keep fowl 
from the Building Department so that the Building inspector can be aware of and keep 
track of the coops.  
 
Trustee Basco stated that she would ask the Village Attorney to draft sample legislation 
for the Village.  
 
Administrative Business 
 

6.  Suggestion/Complaint Submission Review 
 
None 

 
7. Park Use Request 

Park Use Request Form, Submitted by Ariana Basco for Tree City/Tree Campus 
Arbor Day Celebration, April 27, 2012 

 
Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Trustee Basco, to approve item 7 and 8. 
 
Mayor West withdrew his motion.   
 
Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, to approve the Park 
Use Request for the Tree City/Tree Campus Arbor Day Celebration to be held on April 
27, 2012.  
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads proposed an amendment to Mayor West’s motion so that approval 
of the planting of a cherry tree in Peace Park is included in the approval. 
 
Mayor West accepted the amendment. 5 ayes.  Motion approved.  

 
8. Park Use Request 

Park Use Request Form, Submitted by Brittany Hunt for Red Bull Small Field 
Soccer Tournament, April 29, 2012 
 

Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Basco, to approve the Park 
Use Request for the Red Bull Small Field Soccer Tournament to be held on April 29, 
2012 pending receipt of proof of insurance.  5 ayes.  Motion approved.  

 
 

9. Request to Suspend Alternate Side of the Street Parking 



Letter from Donald P. Christian, SUNY President, April 9, 2012 
 
Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, to suspend alternate 
side of the street parking on May 18th and May 20th as requested by SUNY New Paltz 
President Donald P. Christian.  5 ayes.  Motion approved.  

 
10.   Approval of Minutes 

Draft Minutes of the April 11, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Village Board of 
Trustees 

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Mayor West, to approve the Draft 
Minutes of the April 11, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Village Board of Trustees. 5 ayes.  
Motion approved.   
 

11.  Approval of Payment to CDE Electric Co. for Replacement of Emergency 
Generator at the Wastewater Treatment Facility (Contract No. VNP-112) 

 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Kimbiz, to authorize the 
payment of $36,866.60 to CDE Electric Co. of Cairo, New York a recommended by the 
Richard P. Ruth P.E., Senior Project Engineer.  5 ayes. Motion approved. 
 
Executive Session 
 
None 
 
Motions: 
 
Deputy Mayor Rhoads made a motion, seconded by Trustee Kimbiz, to accept the 
resignation of James De Puy.  5 ayes. Motion approved.   
 
Adjournment 
 
Mayor West made a motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Rhoads, to adjourn. 5 ayes.  
Motion approved.  
 
The April 18, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Village Board of Trustees Adjourned at 10:01 
p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
Amanda Erickson, Village Clerk  
 
 
 


