
VILLAGE OF NEW PALTZ PLANNING BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 
October 4, 2011  

 
Present:   Maurice Weitman; Chairman 
   Rich Steffens 
   Linda Welles;  
   Michael Zierler;  
 
Absent:   Tom Rocco 
 
Also Present:   Amanda Erickson; Deputy Clerk 
   Mayor Jason West 
 
Call to Order 
Chairman Weitman called the October 4, 2011 Regular Meeting of the Planning Board to 
order at 7:02 pm. 
 
Public Hearing: 
PB11-007: 211 Main Street (Exterior Chance), Andrew Loyer, PO Box 699, New Paltz, NY 
12561.  Applications for Site Plan/Special Use Permit at a property located at 211 Main St., 
New Paltz NY 12561.  The current use of site is office space.   The proposed use of site is 
office space with a new porch and entrances. 
 
Ms. Welles moved to open the public hearing for PB11-007.  Mr. Steffens seconded this motion. 4 
ayes, 1absent (Mr. Rocco) Motion passed.  
 
The public hearing was opened at 7:04 p.m. 
 
No members of the public wished to speak. 
 
Ms. Welles moved to continue the public hearing for PB11-007 until October 18, 2011.  Mr. 
Steffens seconded this motion. 4 ayes,1 absent (Mr. Rocco) Motion passed.  
 
 
Minutes: 
Minutes from the September 6, 2011 Regular Meeting of the Planning Board 
 
Mr. Steffens moved to table the Minutes from the September 6, 2011 Regular Meeting of the 
Planning Board.  This motion was seconded by Ms. Welles. 4 ayes, 1 absent (Mr. Rocco) Motion 
passed.  
 
 
Other Business: 
Discussion of letter to be sent to the Village Board regarding: Removal of Parking Meters 
Proposal.  
 
Ms. Welles suggested that the letter include the idea of dissolving the lot-lines and set backs in 
order to create more shared parking.  
 
Mayor West suggested sending that proposal in a separate letter.  
 
Mr. Zierler moved send the letter as shown below.  Mr. Steffens seconded this motion. 4 ayes, 1 
absent (Mr. Rocco) Motion passed.  
.  



 
       
October 4, 2011 
 
Honorable Jason West and  
Trustees of the Village Board 
25 Plattekill Ave. 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
 
 Re:  Recommendation on Removal of Parking Meters on Chestnut St. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
 The November 1, 2009, recommendations of the Transportation Implementation Committee 
(“TIC”) regarding removal of parking meters on North and South Chestnut Street were sent to the Planning 
Board by the Mayor last month for its recommendation.  We discussed this issue with the Mayor at the 
regular meeting of the Planning Board on September 20, 2011. 
 
 The Planning Board does not concur in the recommendation of the TIC.  The Planning Board is 
concerned with the proposed net reduction in parking spaces in the Village.  We are already faced with 
shortage of available parking in connection with many commercial applications.   
 
 Although an engineering study may show that there are sufficient parking spaces within 400 or 
500 feet, the perception of the general public is that there is not sufficient parking.  Perhaps we are spoiled 
by shopping centers, but when shoppers find no parking close to the desired location, we believe many will 
move on to the shopping center.  If it were possible to add a parking space to the Village for every parking 
space removed, we might feel differently.  However, any such replacement spaces would have to be in the 
close vicinity of the removed spaces.   
 
 We also question whether the removal of the meters would significantly alleviate congestion or 
improve safety at the intersection.  As we discussed with the Mayor, the Planning Board recommends a 
temporary trial period to see whether the change produces the desired result.  This could be done by placing 
hoods over the meters with temporary no parking signs.  After a three month trial period the results should 
be studied and the question revisited. 
 
 We look forward to working with the Village Board on this and similar planning issues in the 
Village. 
 
      Sincerely, 
      Maurice Weitman 
      Chair, Planning Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Discussion of letter to be sent to the Village Board regarding: B-3 District Zoning 
 
Mr. Zeirler noted that on page 8 of the Behan report, recommendation #5 regarding special use 
permits for all additional uses, could be too broad and bureaucratic. 
 
Mr. Zeirler moved to send the letter as shown below.  Mr. Steffens seconded this motion.  4 ayes.  
Motion passed.  
 
 
      October 4,  2011 
 
Honorable Jason West and  
Trustees of the Village Board 
25 Plattekill Ave. 
New Paltz, NY 12561 
 
 Re:  Recommendation on B-3 Zoning Changes 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
 The B-3 zoning recommendations dated July 2007, prepared by Behan Planning Associates, were 
sent to the Planning Board by the Mayor last month for its recommendation.  The Planning Board reviewed 
the same recommendations in a workshop meeting on November 10, 2009.  Enclosed for your review is a 
page of the minutes of that meeting with the Planning Board’s response to each of the fifteen recommended 
zoning changes.   
 
 The Planning Board reviewed the recommendations again at is meeting on September 20, 2011, 
and discussed its responses with the Mayor at that time.  The Planning Board endorses its November 10, 
2009, responses with the following additional comments. 
 
 The Master Plan Update Committee is close to completing its task.  Since the proposed changes 
would have a significant impact on the entire Village, they should be enacted as part of whatever zoning 
changes follow the adoption of the updated Master Plan.  Otherwise there could be inconsistencies between 
the approaches recommended in the Master Plan and the changes enacted in the B-3 District. 
 
 We recommend that the Village Board hold informational hearings open to the entire Village, as 
all residents are affected by the changes in this part of the Village.  Moreover, some of the changes 
recommended in the B-3 District may be appropriate in other zoning districts of the Village.  Rather than 
proceed with inconsistent approaches, we recommend the Board consider whether some of these changes 
could be applied on a broader basis. 
 
 We look forward to working with the Village Board as the Master Plan update process is 
completed and the B-3 recommendations are refined. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Maurice Weitman 
      Chair, Planning Board 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Motion to Adjourn: 
Mr. Steffens moved to adjourn.  Ms. Welles seconded this motion, 4 ayes,1 absent (Mr. Rocco) 
Motion passed.  
 
The October 4, 2011 Regular meeting of the Planning Board adjourned at 7:26pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
Amanda Erickson, Deputy Clerk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


