
 

 

Village of New Paltz Planning Board  
Regular Meeting of Tuesday, June 2, 2020 

Live-streamed/Recorded Remotely at 7:00 PM 
Available on YouTube: https://youtu.be/O5zsTeqUd7o 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

 
Present: John Oleske, Chair 

Raquel Carrion 
Denis McGee 
Tom Rocco, Alternate* 
*Mr. Rocco was in attendance but his audio was not functioning properly. 

 
Absent: Cody Schatzle 

Noelle Kimble McEntee, Alternate 
 

Also Present: Don Kerr, EPB Liaison 
William Murray, Village Board Liaison 
Alana Sawchuk, Planning and Zoning Secretary 
Rick Golden, Planning Board Attorney 
 

Welcome 
7:03 
Chair Oleske opens the regularly scheduled June 2, 2020 meeting of the Planning Board. 
 
Public Comment(s) 
7:03 
Three written comments were submitted by the public regarding the land on Pencil Hill Road 
and the importance of preserving black history in the Village: 
 

- Chena Parker 
- Billy Rittenhouse 
- Alexis Sweet 
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Application Review 
There are currently no applications for review. 
 
Administrative Business 
● Approval of May 19, 2020 Minutes 
The Minutes were not approved as we could not reach Mr. McGee on audio. Approval of the 
minutes will be addressed at the next Planning Board meeting. 
● Village Board, UCPB, and EPB Updates 
There were no updates from the Village Board or Environmental Policy Board. 
● Chairperson's “De-brief” to the Board and Community as a summation of certain matters 

prior to his resignation as Chairperson at the conclusion of this meeting. 
○ PB 19-25 (Pencil Hill Road)/Landmarking Historically Black New Paltz 

Chair Oleske discusses some independent research he did regarding the history of 
the black community in New Paltz, especially after the Civil War and the building 
of various homes and a church built by a builder from the black community.  He 
noted that some of these homes still exist, but are not protected by any historic or 
landmark protections. One of these properties is located on Pencil Hill Road, 
which property recently received an approval from the Planning Board that the 
Chair wants to have undone by the Board of Trustees, as well as trying to 
officially landmark that area. 

○ New Proposed Village Law Imposing Historic Preservation Commission 
Regulation on Entire Village (with report on communications with Mayor Tim 
Rogers) 
Chair Oleske chronicled his displeasure at how a proposed local law expanding 
the jurisdiction of the HPC was being considered without the input from the 
Planning Board as of yet.  The Chair challenged the legal propriety of this 
expanded jurisdiction, its efficacy, and the Chair’s opinion of its intended 
purpose. 

○ Update on Planning Board's Proposed Amendment to Village Code 212-23 
Streamlining Planning Application & Fee Process (with report on 
communications with Mayor Tim Rogers, Deputy Mayor KT Tobin, and Ulster 
County Legislator Eve Walter) 
Chair Oleske expressed his displeasure at the lack of progress by the Board of 
Trustees in following up on proposed amendments to the Village Code Section 
2112-23 meant to facilitate a more efficient Planning Board process. 

○ Village Lawsuit vs. Former Planning Board Member Richard Steffens re: PB 
14-10 (with report on communications with Mayor Tim Rogers) 
Chair Oleske summarized his understanding of a pending lawsuit by the Village 
against former Planning Board member Richard Steffens for the failure of Mr. 
Steffens to pay certain recreation fees.  The Chair expressed his opinion that the 
filing and continuation of this lawsuit was ill advised. 

○ Village's 2017 Agreement to Maintain and Operate Elting Burial Ground (with 
report on communications with Mayor Tim Rogers) 
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Chair Oleske expressed his displeasure with the Village maintaining and 
operating the Elting Burial Ground, and his desire to have some recognition of the 
New Paltz black community. 

○ Proposed Addition of Boutique Hotel Use to B1/NBR Zone Use Tables (with 
report on communications with Mayor Tim Rogers) 
Chair Oleske noted that the proposed hotel use being considered by the Board of 
Trustees will have to be referred to the Planning Board for its comments at least 
45 days prior to its adoption. 

○ Concept Proposal from LALO Group re: "Pit" Site (with report on 
communications with Mayor Tim Rogers) 
Chair Oleske believes that the LALO Group may not intend to develop the site 
and any approvals must be carefully reviewed by the Planning Board. 

● Chairperson's Recusal as Member from Certain Proceedings, Effective Immediately: Basis 
and Procedure 
Chair Oleske recused himself from any discussions or votes on each of the matters noted 
above. He noted that he presently works for the N.Y. Attorney General, and he believes that 
his employment requires his recusal. If the Planning Board or Mayor want him to resign from 
the Planning Board, he will do so. 

● Chairperson's Resignation as Chair of the New Paltz Village Planning Board, Effective 
Upon Adjournment of this Meeting: Basis and Procedure 
Chair Oleske resigned his position as Chairperson of the Planning Board, effective at the 
close of this meeting.  
 

The Planning Board attorney Rick Golden suggested that he set up an attorney-client meeting to 
discuss with the Planning Board members, other than Mr. Oleske, any issues related to the 
substance of tonight’s meeting and which upon such topics Mr. Oleske has recused himself.  Mr. 
Golden also advised the Board on how a temporary Chairperson for the Planning Board will be 
decided upon by the Planning Board for each meeting unless and until the Board of Trustees 
confirms the appointment of a new Chairperson by the Mayor.  

 
Adjournment  
Chair Oleske moves to close the June 2, 2020 meeting of the Planning Board. Ms. Carrion 
seconds. 3 ayes. The meeting adjourns at 7:59 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Alana Sawchuk 
Planning and Zoning Secretary 
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